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FOREWORD – TOMÁŠ POJAR
The First Deputy Minister of Foreign Aff airs, 

Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, Czech Republic 

Dear participants, colleagues and friends,

It has often been noted that countries in this part of Europe have gained experience 

through their struggles, successes and failures in the process of transition at home. 

Today we continue to observe the eff ects of these developments.

After the establishment of viable democracies in this region, we evolved from 

recipient countries into partners and actors for “supporting change” in the future. 

After existing for decades under various forms of totalitarian rule, we have restored 

a system based on respect for human dignity, the rule of law, human rights and 

fairness. With this achievement, we have actively demonstrated that democracy 

remains the only legitimate political system and we continue to support and 

contribute to the eff orts of democracies around the world.

Courage and determination to support change are now needed in order to face the 

current challenges and impediments to democracy assistance.

It is imperative that we clearly recognize the right to peaceful struggle against 

oppression. We must work to integrate our own experiences in order to help defi ne 

Europe’s contribution to international democracy assistance. We must always bear 

in mind the danger posed by totalitarian regimes’ sophisticated practices to gain 

control over people’s lives and minds and should remember that apathy of the 

silent majority does not signify agreement with the political status quo. We must 

appreciate how diffi  cult it is to rebuild the foundation of democratic institutions, 

freedom of the media, citizens’ activism and civic spirit, after years of totalitarian 

rule. If we underestimate these factors during the process of transformation, we 

may be challenged with the phenomenon described by experts as the “backlash 

against democracy.” Over the last two decades, examples of this phenomenon 

have been demonstrated in the eastern and southern regions of the EU. Those 

who are involved in the fi ght for freedom and democracy must be aware of the 

pitfalls and diffi  culties in overcoming the past, a process which is inevitable and 
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may last years or even decades. We must assist our counterparts in dealing with 

the consequences of post-totalitarianism, such as corruption, the absence of rule 

of law, and the void of morality. And last but not least, we must warn about the 

disappointments of an imperfect democracy as well as encourage perseverance on 

the demanding road towards democracy, even if the goal seems unobtainable.

In addition to expertise and understanding, we also have important tools at our 

disposal in our eff orts to support change. As members of the EU and NATO, we 

have, for the fi rst time in history, a voice equal to other member states. We have 

regional Visegrad Four cooperation in the political arena and in other fi elds. Well-

developed civil society organizations in our countries are very capable of creating 

excellent new proposals to meet specifi c objectives as well as developing well-

designed strategies in this area. Furthermore, we are able to use our own funds for 

assistance programs for the development and promotion of democracy.

In summary, I believe that we have good reason to have confi dence in our 

mechanisms for support of democracy and respect for human rights worldwide, 

due in part to the eff ectiveness of the strategies we continue to pursue with our 

allies.




