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PARTICIPANT BIOS

Oľga Algayerová

State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs of the Slovak Republic
Born in Bratislava, on October 13, 1959. 

She is a graduate in Foreign Trade from 

the Faculty of Trade of the University of 

Economics in Bratislava. In 2006 she 

received her MBA from the Open Uni-

versity Business School in London. She 

has over twenty years of experience in 

foreign trade. She has also worked for 

Drevounia Foreign Trade Company and 

as head of the export division in Slova-

kofarma, a.s., later Zentiva Internation-

al, a.s. She was appointed State Secre-

tary of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 

of the Slovak Republic as of August 

30, 2006. She speaks English, Russian, 

German and Spanish. She is married 

and has two children.

Aristotelis Bouratsis

Head of Unit, Relations with Civil Society 
and Non State Actors, EuropeAid
Mr. Bouratsis joined the EuropeAid Co-

operation Offi  ce in 2001 when he was 

appointed Head of Unit “Cofi nancing 

with NGOs”, horizontal operations and 

link between Relief, Rehabilitation and 

Development”. Since March 2005, he 

has served as Head of Unit: Relations 

with civil society and non state actors” 

in unit F.5. Previously he worked with 

the European Commission in various 

positions for 19 years. He holds a PhD in 

“Economy and Enterprises Management” 

from University Montpellier, France.

Jiří Bárta

Executive Director, VIA Foundation
Jiří Bárta is the Executive Director of the 

VIA Foundation, Prague, programmatic 

successor to the New York-based Foun-

dation for a Civil Society offi  ce in Prague. 

The VIA Foundation’s mission is to 

strengthen democracy by empowering 

communities and people. It provides 

grants, training and other forms of as-

sistance to civic initiatives and commu-

nities across the Czech Republic. A sig-

nifi cant part of the foundation’s activi-

ties is devoted to strengthening profes-

sional skills in non-profi t organizations 

and to promoting philanthropy and cor-

porate community involvement. Over 

the past three years, VIA Foundation 

has been providing institutional devel-

opment assistance to NGOs in Serbia 

and Montenegro, Croatia and Romania.

Jiří Bárta received his Masters Degree in 

Public Management from Carnegie Mel-
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lon University and is a Ron Brown Fellow 

(nominated by the Fulbright Commis-

sion). Currently he serves as a member 

of the Advisory Committee to the Trans-

atlantic Community Foundation Network 

funded by the C. S. Mott and Bertels-

mann Foundations. He is also a member 

of the Remarque Forum organized by the 

Remarque Institute at New York Univer-

sity and a Synergos Fellow.

Igor Blaževič

Human Rights and Democracy Depart-
ment Director, People in Need
Igor Blaževič was born in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and has been living in 

Prague since 1991. He is the found-

er of the Prague-based One World, In-

ternational Human Rights Documen-

tary Film Festival. Igor has co-direct-

ed ten Asia-focused documentaries for 

Czech Television. He now works as the 

Head of the Human Rights and Democ-

racy Promotion Department of People 

in Need. He graduated from the Facul-

ty of Philosophy in Zagreb, Croatia, de-

partments of Philosophy and Compara-

tive Literature.

Pavol Demeš

Director for Central and Eastern Europe, 
German Marshall Fund
Dr. Pavol Demes has been the Direc-

tor for Central and Eastern Europe of the 

German Marshall Fund of the United 

States since January 2000, and is based 

in Bratislava, Slovak Republic. Previous-

ly he served as the Executive Director of 

the Slovak Academic Information Agen-

cy- Service Center for the Third Sector, 

a leading NGO in the country. He also 

served as Foreign Policy Advisor to the 

President of the Slovak Republic (1993–

97), and from 1991–92 he was the Slo-

vak Minister of International Relations. 

An internationally recognized NGO lead-

er, Demes served as the elected spokes-

person of the Gremium of the Third Sec-

tor, a volunteer advocacy coalition, and 

has served on the boards of national 

and international associations and foun-

dations. In 1999 he was awarded a six-

month public policy research fellowship 

at the Woodrow Wilson Center in Wash-

ington D.C. Prior to the “Velvet Revolu-

tion” in November 1989, Demes was a 

bio-medical researcher at Comenius Uni-

versity in Bratislava. He is a graduate of 

Charles University in Prague (1980).

Michael Diedring

Executive Director, CEELI Institute
Michael Diedring joined the Institute in 

September 2004 from the Internation-

al Bar Association in London, where he 

was the Deputy Executive Director from 

January 2002. In his previous work, Mi-

chael served as the Country Represen-

tative for the Baltic-American Enter-

prise Fund in Lithuania, as CEELI’s ini-

tial Deputy Director, and as the manag-

er of a judicial reform program in Alba-

nia. Michael co-founded and served on 

the board of the Lithuanian Investors’ 

Forum, the board of the Baltic Man-

agement Institute and boards of pri-
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vate companies and not-for-profi t orga-

nizations. He holds a JD from Syracuse 

University College of Law and an under-

graduate degree from Drake University 

in Iowa.

Nadia M. Diuk

Director for Europe and Eurasia, NED
Dr. Diuk serves as Senior Director for 

Europe and Eurasia at the National En-

dowment for Democracy (NED), a pri-

vate nonprofi t organization funded by 

the U.S. Congress to strengthen dem-

ocratic institutions around the world 

through non-governmental eff orts. 

She has supervised NED programs in 

this complex region since before the 

1989 East European revolutions (when 

most democrats could only work un-

derground), through the period of the 

fi rst free elections, up to the present 

time of consolidating transition in the 

new independent states. Under her su-

pervision, the NED worked with SEED 

(Support for East European Democra-

cy) funds in Eastern Europe in the early 

1990’s, received special funding for the 

Balkans and Belarus in the mid-1990’s, 

and is now working toward the consol-

idation of democratic eff orts in Russia, 

Ukraine, the three states of the South-

ern Caucasus and the countries of Cen-

tral Asia.

Prior to her appointment at the NED, she 

taught Soviet Politics and Russian Histo-

ry; was a research associate at the Society 

for Central Asian Studies, England; and 

editor-in-chief of the London-based pub-

lication Soviet Nationality Survey. Dr. Diuk 

is a member of the Council on Foreign Re-

lations and a Board Member of the Ken-

nan Institute of the Woodrow Wilson In-

ternational Center. She holds a BA in His-

tory from the University of Sussex (Unit-

ed Kingdom).

Gabriela Dlouhá

Head of Transition Promotion Unit, 
Czech Ministry of Foreign Aff airs
Gabriela Dlouhá, MA, heads Transition 

Promotion (TRANS) Unit at the Czech 

Ministry of Foreign Aff airs. This unit has 

been created to establish principles and 

methods of offi  cial funding for the pro-

motion of transition processes to de-

mocracy, support of human rights, civ-

il society and democratic institutions in 

totalitarian and post-totalitarian coun-

tries all over the world. It currently ad-

ministers democratization projects fi -

nanced, or partly fi nanced by the Czech 

Government in 9 priority countries: 

Burma/Myanmar, Belarus, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Cuba, Georgia, Iraq, Mol-

dova, Serbia and Ukraine. This year’s 

program budget is USD 2 million. The 

unit also charged to coordinate the de-

mocracy promotion agenda within the 

Ministry.

Gabriela Dlouhá is a journalist by pro-

fession, having worked previously as 

a news and feature reporter for Czech 

Television. She worked for the Offi  ce 

of the President as a media and public 
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communications specialist from 1996 

until the end of Václav Havel’s presi-

dency in 2003. She was engaged as a 

PR consultant in the series of Forum 

2000 international conferences. On 

behalf of the presidential offi  ce, she 

cooperated with various Czech and 

foreign NGOs as well as with interna-

tional media. She has been working for 

the Czech MFA since 2003 (Desk Of-

fi cer for Scandinavian countries and 

Head of Cabinet of the Deputy Min-

ister for Bilateral Relations); on July 1, 

2004 she was entrusted with establish-

ing TRANS Unit.

Jeremy Druker

Executive Director, Transitions Online
Jeremy Druker was one of the found-

ers of Transitions Online (TOL) in 

1999 and has been the Executive Di-

rector and Editor-In-Chief since then. 

He has contributed to publications 

such as U.S. News & World Report, 

TI’s Global Corruption Report, and 

Oxford Analytica. He is a regular con-

tributor on Central and Eastern Euro-

pean aff airs to the ISN Security Watch 

publication and is the author of the 

chapters on the Czech Republic in 

the Freedom House books, Nations 

in Transit 2005 and Nations in Tran-

sit 2006. Mr. Druker holds an under-

graduate degree from Harvard College 

and a Masters in International Aff airs 

from Columbia University, where he 

also earned a certifi cate in Central 

and Eastern European Studies.

Zuzana Dzúriková

Resident Senior Program Offi  cer, NDI
Zuzana Dzúriková directs National Dem-

ocratic Institute’s (NDI’s) Roma political 

participation program in Slovak Republic 

from the Institute’s offi  ce in Bratislava. A 

longtime NDI staff  member, Ms. Dzurik-

ova previously supervised the Institute’s 

parliamentary program in Montenegro, 

where she worked extensively with help-

ing the Montenegrin Parliament develop, 

and ultimately adopt new rules of proce-

dures and structures which emphasized 

more transparency and accountability in 

national policymaking. She joined NDI 

in 2000, managing NDI’s parliamentary 

program in her native Slovak Republic.

Ms. Dzúriková has demonstrated re-

gional expertise through her work as a 

trainer, election monitor, and consul-

tant in Bosnia, Croatia, Kosovo, Mace-

donia and Ukraine, as well as in eff orts 

undertaken with OSCE/ODIHR, UN-

MIK and Freedom House. She also has 

extensive experience providing strategic 

guidance to political parties, and has 

helped design several local and region-

al political campaigns.

Ms. Dzurikova was a co-founder, le-

gal advisor and board member of Civic 

Eye/Obcianske Oko, a Bratislava-based 

domestic election monitoring and civic 

advocacy organization. Earlier, she was 

the project manager for youth election 

programs for the Association in Sup-

port of Local Democracy.
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John K. Glenn

Director of Foreign Policy, The German 
Marshall Fund
Dr. John K. Glenn joined the German Mar-

shall Fund in 2004 as the Director of For-

eign Policy, responsible for management 

of the foreign policy Key Institutions and 

the Transatlantic Fellows and Research 

Fellowship programs. He is also a visit-

ing scholar at the Paul H. Nitze School 

of Advanced International Studies of the 

Johns Hopkins University. Before coming 

to GMF, Dr. Glenn was the Executive Di-

rector of the Council for European Stud-

ies, leading American professional associ-

ation for the study of Europe in the social 

sciences and humanities, based at Colum-

bia University. In this post, he supervised 

all of the Council’s programs, including 

the 2002 and 2004 Conference of Europe-

anists – with over 400 participating schol-

ars and policymakers from around the 

world – and newly created thematic net-

works on immigration, welfare and social 

policy, and globalization. Dr. Glenn also 

held an appointment as visiting scholar 

and adjunct professor in European Union 

Studies at New York University from 2000 

to 2004. Previously he served as a Project 

Manager at the Institute of War and Peace 

Studies at Columbia University, where he 

directed a research team on evaluating 

NGO strategies for democratization and 

confl ict prevention in the former com-

munist states. He is the author of Fram-
ing Democracy: Civil society and civic move-
ments in Eastern Europe (Stanford Univer-

sity Press, 2001) and co-editor of The Pow-

er and Limits of NGOs: A critical look at 
building democracy in Eastern Europe and 
Eurasia (Columbia University Press, 2002), 

as well as numerous articles in scholarly 

journals and publications.

Maria Leissner

Democracy Ambassador, Ministry of For-
eign Aff airs of Sweden
Ms. Maria Leissner is appointed Ambas-

sador for Democracy, tied to the Swed-

ish Ministry of Foreign Aff airs and the 

Unit for Development Cooperation. She 

has served as Sweden’s ambassador in 

Guatemala (2000–2004). Before that, 

she was at SIDA, the Swedish develop-

ment cooperation (1998–2000) work-

ing with Global Water Partnership and 

as senior advisor for democracy. In her 

political life she was the leader of the 

Swedish Liberal Party (1995–1997) and a 

Member of Parliament for 6 years (1985–

1991). Ms. Leissner served as Secretary 

General and President for the Liberal 

Youth Organization (1981–1985).

Apart from her diplomatic and political 

experience, she has also held a couple 

of positions in the NGO sphere as chair 

of the Swedish Committee for Afghani-

stan (1991–1995) and chair for “Women 

Can”, a women’s NGO (1992–1995). In 

the past years she had shorter postings 

abroad, in Iraq (with NDI) and Indone-

sia (with the EU). Ms. Leissner was also 

recently appointed chair of the govern-

ment’s delegation for Roma issues (one 

of the offi  cial Swedish minorities).
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Jeff  Lovitt

Executive Director, PASOS
Jeff  Lovitt was Director of Communica-

tions at the Berlin-based international 

secretariat of Transparency Internation-

al, the global anti-corruption NGO, from 

November 2000 until leaving to become 

the fi rst Executive Director of the PASOS 

Secretariat upon its establishment in 

Prague in March 2005. From 1999–2000, 

he worked as an editor and media con-

sultant in Prague and Bratislava for inter-

national companies and NGOs, includ-

ing Forum 2000, the foundation of then 

Czech President Vaclav Havel. From 

1995–1998, he was Central Europe cor-

respondent for The European newspaper. 

From 1987–1995, he worked as an edi-

tor and journalist in London for The Eu-
ropean, the Sunday Times, New States-
man and other publications. He has also 

reported for the Financial Times, and writ-

ten as an op-ed contributor for the Inter-
national Herald Tribune. From 1991–93, 

he was Reviews Editor of the British po-

litical weekly Tribune.

Roel von Meijenfeldt

Executive Director, Institute for Multipar-
ty Democracy
Roel von Meijenfeldt was appointed Ex-

ecutive Director of the new Institute for 

Multiparty Democracy (IMD) in The 

Hague, the Netherlands in March 2002.

Previously he served as a Program Di-

rector of the newly established Interna-

tional Institute for Democracy and Elec-

toral Assistance (IDEA) in Stockholm. 

In this position he designed and direct-

ed programs aimed at the consolida-

tion of democracy. Within this program, 

national dialogues about democratic re-

form processes were managed in coun-

tries around the world, including Indo-

nesia, Nepal, Burma, Nigeria, Burkina 

Faso, the Arab region, the Balkans, Ro-

mania, Slovak Republic, and Guatema-

la. The program developed an innova-

tive framework for democratic develop-

ment to guide international assistance 

for advancing democracy and produced 

national assessments for the aforemen-

tioned countries. He became advisor 

for the World Bank on the application 

of the Comprehensive Development 

Framework, specifi cally in confl ict-af-

fected countries.

Grigorij Mesežnikov

President, Institute for Public Aff airs
Grigorij Mesežnikov is a graduate of the 

Faculty of Arts of the Moscow State Uni-

versity. From 1983 to 1993 he worked at 

the Comenius University in Bratislava, 

Slovak Republic and from 1993 to 1997 

worked at the Political Science Cabinet 

of the Slovak Academy of Sciences. Mr. 

Mesežnikov is a co-founder of the Insti-

tute for Public Aff airs (IVO), where he 

has been working since June 1997. He 

has served as its President since March 

1999 while serving as a director of the 

Domestic Politics program. During the 

period 1994 – 1998 he served as a sec-

retary of the Slovak Association for Po-
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litical Science. He has lectured at Trnava 

University, Department of Political Sci-

ence. His frequent essays on Slovak pol-

itics and political parties have appeared 

in scholarly journals and magazines in 

Slovak Republic, Czech Republic, Austria, 

Slovenia, Hungary, Ukraine, Germany, 

Denmark, USA and Great Britain. He an-

alyzes Slovak political developments for 

domestic and international media. Since 

1993 he has been an external collaborator 

of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. He 

is a co-editor and co-author of various 

publications, including the Global Report 

on Slovak Republic.

Václav Nekvapil

Vice-president, Association for Interna-
tional Aff airs
Mr. Vaclav Nekvapil is the vice-presi-

dent of the Association for Internation-

al Aff airs (AMO), a Czech independent 

foreign policy think-tank. Mr. Nekvap-

il is responsible for AMO’s research ac-

tivities, international projects and pub-

lic discussions. He coordinates the Eu-

ropean Program of the Research Center 

and serves as vice-chairman of the Re-

search Center Council. He graduated 

with a degree in Political Science from 

Charles University. He studied at the In-

stitute of Political Studies in Grenoble, 

France in 2003–2004. As a PhD student, 

Mr. Nekvapil teaches at the Institute for 

Political Science, Faculty of Arts and Phi-

losophy, Charles University. His special-

ization is France, EU aff airs, Israeli poli-

tics and society, Middle-Eastern confl ict 

and contemporary anti-semitism.

Marta Pejda

General Secretary, Grupa Zagranica / 
Polish NGOs Abroad
Marta Pejda has been the Grupa Za-

granica Executive Secretary since 2006. 

She works closely with NGOs operating 

in Eastern Europe. Earlier she worked at 

the Warsaw Center for Contemporary 

Art. Marta also works as a translator 

(Polish/Russian/Belarusian) and spent 

over four years in Minsk. She is a co-ed-

itor of 2 editions of the East European 

Democratic Center publication on the 

third sector in Belarus (2002 and 2007).

Pavel Pšeja

Program Manager, Democracy and Cul-
ture Studies Centre
Pavel Pšeja, PhD, is a Project Manager 

at the Democracy and Culture Studies 

Center (CDK), one of the leading Czech 

NGOs working in the fi eld of democracy 

promotion. He is responsible for main-

taining contacts with the foreign part-

ners of CDK, and for the supervision of 

projects conducted outside the Czech 

Republic. He is an assistant professor 

at the Department of International Re-

lations and European Studies, Faculty 

of Social Studies, Masaryk University in 

Brno. Mr. Pšeja was a Fulbright Fellow 

in the Scholar in Residence Program.
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Péter Rada

Program Offi  cer, International Centre for 
Democratic Transition
While working with the ICDT, Péter Rada 

coordinated the project “Sustainable De-

mocracy: Protecting the Rights of Vulner-

able Groups of Mali, Morocco and Mon-

golia” and was responsible for organizing 

workshops designed to shape the “New 

Hungarian Foreign Policy Strategy”.

He graduated from Corvinus University 

Budapest (MA, Diplomacy; Security Pol-

icy) and studied at Dublin City Universi-

ty and Ludwig Maximilians Universität. 

He is a PhD student at Corvinus Univer-

sity, Budapest, Doctoral School of Mul-

tidisciplinary Social Sciences (Faculty of 

International Relations). His fi eld of re-

search is state-building as confl ict man-

agement; democracy promotion; causes 

and consequences of state failure.

Hana Ripková

Executive Director, Fulbright Commission 
Czech Republic
Dr. Ripková is the Executive Director of 

the Fulbright Commission in the Czech 

Republic. She has worked for the Fulbright 

Program since 1991, fi rst as the Program 

Offi  cer and, since 1996, in her current po-

sition. She is a graduate of the Faculty of 

Mathematics and Physics, Charles Univer-

sity, Prague. Prior to 1989 she worked at 

Charles University, Czech Technical Uni-

versity and for the Union of Czech Math-

ematicians and Physicists. Ms. Ripková 

holds a PhD in Comparative Education.

Paula Schriefer

Director of Advocacy, Freedom House
Ms. Schriefer has over 14 years of expe-

rience in democracy and human rights 

promotion. She currently oversees Free-

dom House’s advocacy, outreach and 

communications activities, including 

foreign policy advocacy, press relations, 

and coordination with international 

organizations. From 2001 to 2006 she 

served as Director of Programs, oversee-

ing Freedom House’s nearly two dozen 

major program initiatives and thirteen 

overseas offi  ces established to support 

independent media, open and transpar-

ent governance, civil society develop-

ment, justice sector reform, and the de-

fense of human rights. She joined Free-

dom House in 1997 as part of the merg-

er between Freedom House and the Na-

tional Forum Foundation (NFF), bring-

ing much of the programming portfolio 

to Freedom House. Before joining NFF 

in 1994, she worked for the National En-

dowment for Democracy. She graduated 

Summa Cum Laude with a BA degree in 

Russian Area Studies from the Universi-

ty of Denver and completed coursework 

for an MA in Russian and Eastern Eu-

ropean Studies at George Washington 

University. Ms. Schriefer speaks Rus-

sian and some German and French.

Jiří Schneider

Program Director, Prague Security Stud-
ies Institute
Jiří Schneider, currently the Program Di-

rector of PSSI, is the former Political Di-
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rector of the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 

of the Czech Republic. He is also the 

former Head of the Policy Planning De-

partment of the MFA, a post he has held 

several times: 1993–1994, 1999–2001, 

and since the beginning of 2003. In 

2002, Mr. Schneider served as an Inter-

national Policy Fellow at the Open So-

ciety Institute in Budapest. From 1995 

until 1998, Mr. Schneider served as 

the Ambassador of the Czech Republic 

to Israel. Mr. Schneider also served as 

an MP of the Czechoslovak Federal As-

sembly from 1990 until 1992. Prior to 

1989 and his entry into public service, 

Mr. Schneider was employed as a for-

estry surveyor. He serves as a part-time 

lecturer at Charles University, at New 

York University in Prague, and to PSSI’s 

Robinson-Martin Security Scholars Pro-

gram. He participated in the Fulbright 

American Studies Institute on Foreign 

Policy.

Jan Surotchak

Resident Program Director for Central 
and Eastern Europe, IRI
Jan Surotchak is the former director of 

Freedom House Slovak Republic and 

an IRI resident program offi  cer in Brat-

islava, Slovak Republic. Mr. Surotchak 

was a Fulbright Fellow in Germany and 

holds an MA from the Fletcher School 

of Law and Diplomacy.

Katarína Vajdová

Executive Director, Civil Society Develop-
ment Foundation
Originally a university lecturer, Katarí-

na Vajdová graduated with a degree in 

journalism from the University of Len-

ingrad in 1978. Until 1993 she worked 

at the Department of Journalism at the 

Faculty of Philosophy, Comenius Uni-

versity in Bratislava. She is a co-founder 

of Radio Ragtime (the fi rst independent 

student radio station in Slovak Repub-

lic) and of the Center of Independent 

Journalism. From 1999 until 2001 she 

worked as the Executive Director of the 

AI Nova and, since October 2001 she 

has served as Director of the NPOA 

(CSDF). She has participated in several 

international fellowship programs and 

has lectured in Great Britain, Canada, 

USA and Austria. She is a member of 

the Association of European Journalists.


