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INTRODUCTION 
 

Fulbright Program Welcome  
Congratulations on your Fulbright award! We look forward to welcoming you to the Czech 
Republic. 

 
This handbook was prepared to provide you with all of the necessary information to have a 

successful Fulbright experience. Please READ the handbook carefully! 

 
The J. William Fulbright Commission for Educational Exchange in the Czech Republic administers 
Fulbright educational exchanges between the United States and the Czech Republic. Please 
contact us at the Czech Fulbright Commission Office, we will be happy to assist you. 
 
Contact and location information: 
 
The Fulbright Office in Prague is situated at Karmelitská 17, 118 00 PRAHA 1. Map: here 
 
You can reach us by trams No. 12, 15, 20 or 22: Get off at the "Hellichova" tram stop. The nearest 
metro station is Malostranská (A-line). 
 
Enter the building through the main entrance. In the gateway, enter the door on the left and go 
upstairs to the 1st floor. The bell is on the left. 
 
Our phone numbers: +420-222 718 452 and +420-222 729 987. (The number +420 is a country 
code. If you are already in the country, dial only 222 718 452 or 222 729 987 from any place in the 
Czech Republic). 
 

E-mail: fulbright@fulbright.cz 

Web-page: www.fulbright.cz 

 
 

The Advising Service for students who would like to study in the USA is available by appointment 
at fulbright@fulbright.cz 
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Fulbright Commission in the Czech Republic 
The Fulbright program dates back to August 1, 1946, when President Truman signed the Public 
Law 584 of the 79th United States Congress, also known as the "Fulbright Act". The historic 
significance of the Fulbright Act lies in the provision for a large-scale program of educational 
exchange between the United States and other nations, financed by the sale of surplus U.S. war 
material abroad at its inception. 
 
This act provided a two-way international exchange of teachers, scholars, and students. The 
program is bilateral, based on formal exchange agreements between the United States and each 
participating country, and often administered by a bi-national "foundation" or "commission". 
Exchange grants are awarded to teachers, professors and research scholars on merit alone. The 
merit is to be judged not only by academic or professional standing, but also by the one’s ability 
to be a good representative of his or her country. In short, the goal of increasing mutual 
understanding is considered to be as important as that of academic enrichment. 
 
The Czech and Slovak "Fulbright Program" was administered by the U.S. Embassy in Prague from 
its establishment in the 1970s. On January 14, 1991, the Agreement for the establishment of the 
J. William Fulbright Commission for Educational Exchange in the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic was signed, creating a bi-national commission to administer the program in the Czech 
and Slovak Federal Republic. Since 1994, there have been separate Fulbright Commissions in the 
Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. After the original ten-year agreement expired in 2001, a 
new agreement was signed in 2002. This agreement came into force without any time limitations. 
Both governments give the Commission annual financial contributions. 

 
 The Commission staff is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the program. It is 
composed of -  
 

Executive Director   Hana Ripková 
 
 

Program Officer  Andrea Semancová (semancova@fulbright.cz) 
Andrea administers programs for students, junior scholars in the Fulbright-Masaryk 
Program and NGO representatives. Grantees of the Student program should seek 
assistance with her. 

 

Program Assistant  Kristýna Džmuráňová (dzmuranova@fulbright.cz) 
Kristýna takes care of English Teaching Assistants program. 

 

Program Officer   Kateřina Kloubová (kloubova@fulbright.cz) 
Kateřina is in charge of senior programs (Fulbright Scholar Program, Fulbright-Masaryk 
Program, Proshek-Fulbright Program, Fulbright Specialist Program, etc.) as well as of 
Travel grants. 
 

Academic Advisor  Mariel Tavakoli (fulbright@fulbright.cz) 
 

Finance Officer   Miloš Frieb (frieb@fulbright.cz) 
If you have questions concerning payments of your stipends, or reimbursements, contact 
Miloš. 
 

Office Manager  Zuzana Votočková (votockova@fulbright.cz) 
Zuzana can help you with visa issues, registering at the Foreign Police, and other daily 
issues. 
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Board of the Fulbright Commission 
 

 

Honorary Co-Chairs  

of the Board:   Stephen B. King 
Ambassador, U.S. Embassy, Prague 

  
     Robert Plaga 

     Minister of Education, Youth and Sports 

 

Chairman of the Board: Jeremy Druker, Transitions on-line, Prague 

 
Vice Chair:    Ivana Oborná, Vice-Rector, Palacky University Olomouc  
 

 
Treasurer:     Erik Black, U.S. Embassy, Prague 
 
Members of the Board:   

Joann M. Lockard, U.S. Embassy, Prague 
 

Pavel Doleček, Ministry of Education of the Czech 
Republic, Prague 

 
Dana Petrová, Director, Dům zahraniční spolupráce 
 

Jana Straková, Institute for Research and Development of 
 Education, Faculty of Education, Charles University in 
 Prague 

 
Tamah Sherman, Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague  

 

Václav Hampl, Charles University, Prague; Senator, 
Parliament of the Czech Republic, Prague 
 

Christopher Lehmann, CEELI Institute 
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THE CZECH REPUBLIC (CR, ČESKÁ 
REPUBLIKA, ČESKO) 

 
 
The CR is situated in Central Europe, bordering Germany, Poland, Slovakia and Austria. The 
country has always been an important commercial and cultural crossroad. The Czech Republic 
(Česká republika) consists of three historical territories: Bohemia (Čechy), Moravia (Morava) and 
Silesia (Slezsko).  

Population 
The Czech Republic currently has a total population of 10.6 million inhabitants. The most densely 
populated areas are the industrial districts in Northern Moravia, Central Bohemia, which includes 
the capital city of Prague, and the area surrounding the town of Brno. 
 
About 95 per cent of inhabitants in the Czech Republic are ethnically and linguistically Czech 
(Caucasian). There are several minorities living in the Czech Republic, the largest groups being 
Slovaks, Roma and Vietnamese people.  
 

History 
In order to help you understand the changes of the last few years, we will mention a few of the 
most important historical moments of the 20th century. 
 

• After the First World War and the disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, 
the Czechoslovak Republic was established on October 28, 1918. 

• In 1939, when the Czech territory was occupied by Germany (due to the 
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia), the Republic was divided. Slovakia became 
a so-called “independent state”, but was still, dependent on Germany. After the 
Second World War, Czechoslovakia was reunified. 

• In February 1948, the Communist Party seized political power in Czechoslovakia. 

• In 1968, Czechoslovakia became a federal republic as a result of the "Prague 
Spring" movement, which aimed to reform socialism. It was put to an end by the 
invasion of the Soviet Army, which occupied the Czechoslovak territory until the 
late autumn of 1990, one year after the "Velvet Revolution". 

• In the first three years after the Velvet Revolution (November 1989), the new 
democracy experienced numerous successes, including free democratic elections, 
the withdrawal of the Soviet Army, and the first wave of economic privatization. 
The last federal parliamentary elections in 1992 resulted in two different political 
and economic strategies from the Czech and Slovak sides. The split of the Czech 
and Slovak Federal Republic was implemented on January 1, 1993.  

• In 1999, the Czech Republic became a member of NATO, and in 2004, it entered 
the European Union.  
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For more details, see selected bibliography: 
 
Derek Sayer, The Coasts of Bohemia: A Czech History, published 1998 

J. F. Bradley, Czechoslovakia: A Short History, published 1989 

Andrew Roberts: From Good King Wenceslas to the Good Soldier Svejk. Dictionary of Czech 

Popular Culture, published 2005 (CEU Press)  

Angelo Maria Ripellino, Magic Prague, published 1993 

Peter Demetz, Prague in Black and Gold: Scenes from the Life of a European City, published 1997 

Jan Kaplan, Prague: The Turbulent Century, published 1998 

Tim Nollen, Culture Shock! Czech Republic: A Guide to Customs and Etiquette, published 1997 

Adam Mezei: We are the New Bohemians: The post-communist collection, published 2006 

Terje B. Englund: The Czechs in a Nutshell: A User’s Manual for Foreigners, published 2004 

Madeleine Albright: Prague Winter, published 2012 

Petr Čornej, Brief History of the Czech Lands to 2000, Práh, 2003 

 

Language 
The Czech language, belonging to the group of Western Slavic languages, serves as the official 
language in the CR. It is spoken in Bohemia and Moravia, while cities and town near the borders 
tend to speak the languages of the neighboring countries. There are also some elementary schools 
with education in Polish. 
 
Learning foreign languages is highly valued in Czech culture and you may find people who speak 
English (usually the younger generations) or German (usually the older generations). However, 
you can rarely rely on this in everyday situations (with the possible exception of tourist centers in 
the larger towns). Thus, learning Czech will be very useful, and will allow you to meet more Czechs 
and understand them better. The more a grantee knows the language of an area, the more he/she 
will feel a part of the culture. Grantees who are able to learn of their specific assignment early 
enough and study Czech in advance will find it very helpful. You may find the pronunciation of 
Czech difficult at first, so we strongly recommend purchasing language tapes for an effective aid.  
 
If your schedule permits, you can enroll in Czech courses (taught in English in larger cities) here. 
It is wise, however, to learn at least a simple set of daily expressions before you arrive.  
 
We strongly recommend you review and study this Czech Survival Guide. It is difficult to 
recommend a suitable textbook of the Czech language. Our former grantees have recommended 
e.g.: 
 

o Colloquial Czech: The Complete Course for Beginners by James Naughton (It comes with 
two CDs and it is fairly inexpensive. It can be bought at Amazon.com as well as at large US 
bookstores) 

o Contemporary Czech by Michael Heim (A wonderful, straightforward presentation of 

Czech grammar which can be ordered at www.Slavica.com).  
o Čeština hrou. – Czech for Fun by Ilona Kořánová and Susan Kresin (2nd edition, McGraw-

Hill, New York, 1999).  
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o Lonely Planet’s “Czech Phrasebook” provides very useful basic phrases for a number of 
daily situations. 

o 401 Czech Verbs by Bruce Davies and Jana Hejduková. 
 
The following web sites have also been recommended by former grantees: Live Mocha 
http://www.livemocha.com (for free) and Rosetta Stone: http://www.rosettastone.co.uk/ (paid). 
If you are already in the Czech Republic, you could use the textbooks by Cvejnová, J.: Česky, 
prosím.I, II, Karolinum 2008, 2012; Holá, L.: Čeština Express 1, 2, 3. Akropolis 2011; Štindl, O.: Easy 
Czech Elementary. Akronym 2008; Štindlová, B.: Česky v Česku I/II. Akropolis 2008. 

 
A short “crash” course in Czech is usually a part of your arrival orientation. A list of Czech language 
courses at Czech universities is available from the Fulbright Commission upon request. 

 

Religion 
Most Czechs are not religious. The strongest church is the Roman Catholic Church, but there are 
also members of the Protestant Church, the Czechoslovak Reformed Church, and the Orthodox 
Church. There are small communities of other denominations such as Baptists and a small Jewish 
community. More info here.  

 

Safety 
For basic information on safety issues in the Czech Republic, visit please 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-
Information-Pages/CzechRepublic.html. We shall discuss security issues during our Orientation in 
detail. You will be provided emergency contact card with all emergency contacts, which is a part 
of our emergency plan. The emergency plan will be discussed in detail during the Orientation as 
well. 

 
 For basic health information for travelers to the Czech republic, visit please  

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/extended_student/czech-
republic?s_cid=ncezid-dgmq-travel-single-001. More information regarding ticks find in the 
section Security, particular health issues can be discussed at Orientation.  
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EDUCATION IN THE CR 
 

The Structure of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Don’t be discouraged if you don’t immediately understand the structure of education in the CR. 
It is rather complex. 

 
We cannot speak about higher education without at least giving you a brief outline of the stages 
preceding university education. The structure of the present educational system in the Czech 
Republic is the result of two historical developments: the Central-European tradition, particularly 
Austrian, and, since 1948, the model of socialist education of the Soviet type. 
 
At all levels, educational facilities are under the auspices of the Ministry of Education.  
 
Children can go to pre-school facilities or kindergartens (mateřská škola), from the age of 3 until 
the beginning of primary school. Attendance is not compulsory. 
 
Compulsory school attendance begins at the age of six and is enforced for nine years.  At the age 
of six, children start primary school (základní škola). Students can stay at primary school for all 
nine years (from ages 6-15), or they can transfer to various kinds of secondary schools (střední 
škola) after the 5th, 7th or 9th grade, depending on which secondary schools they want to attend. 
Each grade is one academic year long, and the school year lasts from September 1 to June 30.  
 
There are various types of secondary schools. Schools are specialized based on the level of 
students and their future goals: art schools, schools for university-bound students, vocational 
schools, etc.  Usually an entrance examination or interview is required. Secondary education 
concludes with the maturita examination. This examination is given after 13 years of school 
attendance (primary and secondary combined). Students have to pass this exam successfully if 
they want to apply to study at a higher level. 

 
Want to know more about secondary schools? 

There are three types of secondary schools: 

 

Secondary grammar schools, called “gymnázium" usually have 8 (5th grade) or 4 (9th grade) year 

courses of study. This type of school offers broad general education and is traditionally considered 

to be preparation for university. However, not all students leaving a gymnázium are successful in 

gaining entrance to a university. 

 

There are also specialized secondary schools. Students, who at the conclusion of their study at 

these schools, must pass the general maturita examination, as well as specialized subject exams. 

Students who pass are prepared to go to work in the field they studied or to university in that 

subject area. Because the schools are so specialized, students have to decide upon their specialized 

field of study at the age of 15, when applying to secondary schools.  

 

Some of the types of these specialized secondary schools are as follows: 
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pedagogical secondary schools for kindergarten teachers, technical secondary schools teaching 

engineering, chemistry, mechanical engineering, agriculture, etc., secondary nursing schools and 

business academies for future secretaries. 

 

There are also secondary schools specialized in the fine arts and design. Other special schools 

include conservatories of music and dramatic arts, where students pass the maturita examination 

after four years. After completing another 2 years of special classes, they are awarded a 

graduation diploma. 

 

Some vocational schools (učňovské školy) offer the possibility of study for 4 years together with 

practical training. The best apprentices pass the maturita examination. These students have the 

same right to apply for university study as the students from other types of secondary schools. 

 

Students who leave the gymnázium or fail to get into the university will sometimes go to a 

specialized secondary schools for 2 years to get specialized training. After these 2 years, they are 

able to take a second maturita examination in specialized subjects and are more prepared for 

employment. 

 

Students can also be admitted to the “higher professional schools” (vyšší odborné školy), which 

usually offer two or three-year programs and are an experiment between specialized high school 

education and university education. 

 

Until 1989, all types and levels of education were state-controlled and tuition-free.  Political 

changes opened the possibility of school diversification, and some private schools, which charge 

tuition, were opened. The private schools are accredited and supported by the Ministry of 

Education, and they exist alongside the state schools, which remained state controlled and free. 

The maturita examination from private schools has the same validity as from state schools. There 

are also private schools offering specialized education after the first maturita examination. 

 

U.S. secondary school teachers may find some of the regulations and rules applied at Czech 

secondary schools different from those in the U.S. One of the most significant legal differences is 

that student's parents may ask for the re-examination of their child if they consider the 

classification unfair. Therefore, U.S. teachers are always advised to consult possible differences 

with their host school administration to avoid any misunderstanding. 
 

History of Higher Education 
Charles University (Univerzita Karlova, UK), founded in 1348 by the Czech King and Holy Roman 
Emperor, Charles IV, was the first university in Central Europe. At the time of its establishment, it 
consisted of four faculties (schools/colleges): the Faculty of Humanities, the Faculty of Law, the 
Faculty of Medicine and the Faculty of Theology. 
 
The second oldest university in the Czech Lands is the university in Olomouc, 
(Univerzita Palackého, UP) founded in 1573. This university was closed after 1848, as a 
punishment for its students for the active role they played in the revolution movement of 1848. 
The university was reestablished in 1946. 
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The Engineering School, founded in 1707 in Prague, played a significant role in the development 
of higher technical education. Since 1879, it has been called the Czech Technical University (České 
vysoké učení technické, ČVUT). 
 
The Academy of Arts, the predecessor of the present Academy of Fine Arts (Akademie výtvarných 
umění, AVU) in Prague, was founded in 1799. The Academy of Applied Arts and Industrial Design 
in Prague (Vysoká škola uměleckoprůmyslová, VŠUP) was established by the approval of the 
Austro-Hungarian Emperor in 1855.  
 
The Prague Institute of Technology (Vysoká škola chemicko-technologická, VŠCHT) was 
established in 1806. 
 
Many institutions of higher education were also established outside of Prague. The Technical 
University (Vysoké učení technické) in Brno was founded in 1849 as a German-Czech Institute. 
The Technical University of Mining and Metallurgy (Vysoká škola báňská, VŠB) was established by 
Emperor Franz-Joseph's decree in Příbram in 1849, and in 1945 was moved to Ostrava, the most 
important coal-mining town in the Czech lands at that time. 
 
After the foundation of an independent Czechoslovakia, several new universities were 
established. Brno became the second university center after Prague. During 1918 and 1919, 
Masaryk University (Masarykova Univerzita, MU, formerly Jan Evangelista Purkyně University), 
the Mendel University (Mendelova univerzita), and the University of Veterinary and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences (Veterinární a farmaceutická univerzita) were founded there. 
 
In 1919, the University of Economics (Vysoká škola ekonomická, VŠE) was established in Prague.  
 

The University of West Bohemia, the Silesian University and the University of South Bohemia were 
all established in 1991. The youngest public university is the College of Polytechnics in Jihlava 
established in 2004.  
 
A list of web pages of all major public universities is in the Appendix (Useful Web Addresses). 
 
More info about Czech education can be found here.  

 

Higher Education in the Last Decades 
At present, there are 26 public institutions of higher education in the Czech Republic governed by 
the Czech Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport. In addition, there is one military university and 
one police academy. A list of university web page addresses is provided in the Appendix. 
 
The political changes in 1989 and the new Acts on Higher Education in the following years brought 
many important changes and improvements to higher education. In 1991, new universities were 
founded in regional centers, very often from the already existing faculties, which obtained the 
status of independent universities, e.g. West Bohemian University (Západočeská univerzita, ZČU). 
Many new faculties (similar to colleges in American universities, e.g., college of arts and sciences) 
were established as well. 
 
The new Act of Higher Education of April 1998 has made it possible to establish accredited private 
institutions of higher education. Currently, there are about 45 private institutions of higher 
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education, but the number of students there is relatively low compared to those studying at the 
public institutions.  
 
After 1990, previous state planning of the number of enrollments was abolished, and enrollment 
is no longer planned by the State Planning Commission or set by the Ministry of Education. The 
institutions of higher education decide independently if they will administer entrance 
examinations or not, and they determine the form of the examination.  
 
It is important to stress that Czech higher education was restricted in size. The low number of 
students in universities was caused not by the lack of interest in further study, but by the 
insufficient capacity of institutions and the funding provided to universities from the state budget 
(the major source of funding, as public institutions are not allowed to charge tuition fees). In the 
1980s, interest in higher education was approximately double the available space. However, until 
recently, all Czech students graduating from universities had been considered graduate students 
in the USA because there was no Bachelor's degree awarded. Furthermore, many of the 
specialized Czech secondary schools, especially in engineering, provide their students with an 
education at the level of a Bachelor's degree (or higher) but are not accredited to give “Bachelor’s” 
degrees. These factors make the comparison between the educated proportion of the population 
in the CR and the USA slightly distorted. 
 
Until 1989, in some subject areas there was a balance in the number of applicants and the planned 
enrollments - especially at some technical faculties teaching mechanical engineering, mining, etc. 
On the other hand, in law, business, fine arts, humanities and medicine, the interest was many 
times higher than the spaces available. This trend is even more visible in recent years, and makes 
the broadening and diversification of institutions of the higher education scene inevitable.  

 

Academic degrees The Higher Education Act of 1990 brought some diversification into the 

length of higher education. Until 1990, students had to complete their university studies in 4 to 6 
years depending on the type of studies, i.e., teacher training programs for primary schools were 
4 years long; engineering studies and two-subject teacher training programs were 5 years long; 
medical programs were 6 years long. The Higher Education Act has established a short form of 
study of usually 3 years, after which students are awarded the Bachelor degree (Bc., previously 
non-existent).  
 
The graduate degrees of Magister (Mgr.) or Engineer (Ing.) are usually obtained after 2 years of 
graduate studies and passing of a state examination and defending a thesis or project (each higher 
education institution can determine the length of study independently and request accreditation 
for the program). Czech Magister and Engineering degrees correspond roughly to the American 
degrees Master of Arts and Master of Science, respectively. In addition, there exist other degrees 
like PhDr., RNDr., JUDr., PaedDr., etc., which require passing an additional "rigorous exam". 
Medical schools award degrees MUDr. (Doctor of General Medicine) or MVDr. (Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine). 
 
In 1990, a new form of graduate study was established in which graduates are awarded the degree 
Ph.D. (Doctor) corresponding to formerly awarded title CSc. (Candidate of Science). 

 

University Governance The new Act of Higher Education introduced a very important change 

in 1990: the renewal of the self-governance of higher education institutions. This act gave true 
authority back to the "academic community", composed of teachers, students, and scientific-
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research workers-the traditional bodies governing institutions of higher education. The "academic 
community" elects the "academic senate" of each institution (students may form up to 50% of 
the academic senate members). The members of the academic senate are responsible to the 
academic community. The rector may take part in the sessions of the academic senate without 
the right to vote. 
 
The rector of an institution is elected by the academic senate, which submits its proposal to the 
Minister of Education, who then submits it to the Czech President. The President then appoints 
the rector. The rector monitors all activities of the institution and is accountable to the academic 
senate and to the Minister of Education. 
 
The "scientific council" of each higher education institution is composed of members nominated 
by the rector with the agreement of the academic senate. Its members can be teachers, scientific-
research personnel and additional outstanding non-academic experts. The scientific council 
discusses questions of educational activities, scientific research of the institution, and 
nominations of candidates for professors. 
 
Faculties each have their own academic senate with corresponding responsibilities, which elect 
the dean, who heads the faculty. 
 
From this short description of the division of authority, the strong position of the academic senate 
is clearly visible. In large institutions, faculties are more independent than in smaller ones. It is 
important to keep this in mind when starting any kind of negotiation with Czech universities.  
 
Until 1990, the organization and control of teaching was centralized, and curricula for all fields of 
study were determined by the Ministry of Education. Today, the control and organization of 
curricula are in the hands of the institutions that have acquired authority to determine study 
fields, programs, curricula and content of learning. The institutions then request accreditation of 
their study programs from the Accreditation Committee. The most significant changes in the 
content of studies have been introduced in the fields formerly most subject to political influence, 
such as philosophy, history, pedagogy, and sociology. The average amount of class time for 
students is 25 hours per week. Curriculum in the technical sciences as well as in the humanities 
and social sciences is often overloaded, especially in teacher-training programs, where students 
are required to study two subjects (majors) plus pedagogy, psychology and student teaching.  
 

Practical Information about University Education  The procedures at universities differ 

greatly. At some schools, course scheduling and student registration are neither done centrally 
nor much in advance. This can mean that students are registered for multiple classes with 
scheduling conflicts.  

 
In contrast to U.S. students, Czech university students are required to take as many as 10-12 and 
even 15 courses a term, some of these taken pass/fail, simply for credit. Because of this, Czech 
students may not be able to put as much time into assignments as their American counterparts 
are expected to, and it can become a source of frustration for some American professors. Most 
courses require little homework, as students are often working outside the classroom and taking 
20 hours or more of classes per week. These pass/fail courses often simply require an oral 
presentation and/or a test to receive credit. 
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In addition to the courses taken pass/fail for credit (“zápočet”), there are some seminars that end 
with a graded exam. Most visiting lecturers do not teach courses which end with a graded exam, 
but if you are asked to do so, lobby early for acceptable examination dates and ask your colleagues 
about exam procedures and content. Exams are scheduled at the end of each semester and the 
grades are usually recorded directly in the student's Record Book (commonly called “Index”) along 
with the date and lecturer's signature. Please check with your host institution for the grading scale 
used. The above mentioned credits (zápočty) are recorded in the Record Book (Index) as well, but 
usually without a grade. Fulfillment of the pre-determined requirements (attendance, activity, 
tests etc.) are confirmed by the signature of the professor. Majority of universities require 
electronic record of grades and pass/fail; check the process with your hosting institution. 
 
Courses are scheduled in 45 minute units. The lecturers usually teach a double unit (i.e., 90 min.) 
to several different groups of 5 to 20 students every week. Attendance can sometimes be a 
problem due to both students’ conflicting schedules and the lack of enforcement by professors. 
Lecturers, check the schedule of your courses to see if they happen to fall on national holidays 
(see the Appendices for the list of holidays) so you can plan your course schedule accordingly.  
There are usually 12-13 teaching weeks per semester. Please check the particular academic year 
schedule with your hosting institution. 
 
Courses are typically organized in the form of lectures (usually once per week for a double-lesson 
period) and seminars. The courses are often given the status of either compulsory (mandatory) 
or optional (elective).  Grading is based on a final exam.  
 
In humanities and social sciences, students are not in the habit of contacting or coming to see 
professors at the office. Also, faculty members in these fields are generally not around much 
outside of class. Faculty are paid meager salaries, and often spend spare time doing other jobs. 
Unfortunately, these factors limit the potential for the strong collegial academic culture that is 
present in most U.S. faculties.  
 
Many universities have no single "campus" like many universities in America. The university 
buildings may be scattered throughout a city, or in one general area, but students live in off-
campus dormitories or with their families.  
 
At most institutions, the academic calendar consists of two semesters: the fall semester, which 
starts in September/October, and the spring semester, which starts in mid-February. 
Examinations are usually held for several weeks following the end of the semester. 
 
Be sure to establish exactly what you expect of your students at the outset of your courses (e.g. 
regular attendance at your seminars and workshops, active participation in classes, homework.  
You might need to tell your students what "regular" means.)  You may be asked to sit on a thesis 
board or act as a thesis advisor if you have the rank of professor. Students must write a thesis in 
their fourth and fifth years, under the supervision of an advisor.  
 
Students are generally well trained, interested, eager, though they may need to be encouraged 
to take a more active role in the class. They are free to take electives, which is most likely what a 
grantee might teach. But you can also ask to teach a required course, or introduction. Make sure 
that an announcement of your lessons is made available (send your syllabi to your contact person 
ahead of time and ask to post these on the billboard so students are aware of your arrival). 
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There is no central or "open stacks" type of library at many Czech universities. University buildings 
and libraries are usually closed after 6 p.m. and on weekends. The availability of texts and other 
teaching materials may not be comparable to the U.S.   
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LIFE IN THE CR 

 

Life and conditions in the Czech Republic will naturally differ from those in the United States. As 
in any unfamiliar place, living in the Czech Republic will require learning new ways of doing things, 
and it will take a while to master them. We urge you to use your personal and professional skills 
and be as patient and self-reliant as possible. Be prepared to assume a different lifestyle and 
contend with inconveniences and frustrations generally unknown to Americans. The key is to 
remain flexible. 
 
The universities and high schools assign "contact persons" to assist Fulbrighters during the first 
few weeks in meeting colleagues, finding local shops, getting the proper documents, etc.  
 

Climate 
The climate is characterized by the regular cycle of four seasons. Winters can be damp, snowy, 
and cold with little daylight. There is usually good weather for skiing in the mountains, where the 
temperature is around 30 degrees F.  Spring days are often pleasant and sunny. The summer has 
long days and beautiful sunsets. Although some summer days can be extremely hot, most days 
are pleasant and warm; the temperature ranges between 70 and 90 F. 
 
The weather obviously depends on location. Although Prague is further north than Quebec, the 
weather is not as extreme as the Great Lakes area of North America or the Midwest part of the 
U.S. This is because of an oceanic influence here that moderates the weather patterns, especially 
in the western part of the country. In the east, the continental weather patterns predominate, 
and there is more variation in temperature. Southern Moravia is the warmest area, the mountains 
the coldest and wettest with plenty of snowfall in winter, while Prague is somewhere in between. 
 

Clothing 
If you plan to stay for an entire academic year, bring clothing that can accommodate both cold 
weather (-20 degrees Celsius = about 0 Fahrenheit) and summer hot days that range up to about 
30 degrees Celsius (90 degrees Fahrenheit). 
 
It is advisable to bring a pair of waterproof boots. Many streets and sidewalks are cobble-stoned, 
so bring a sturdy pair of walking shoes as well.  A hat, scarf, umbrella and gloves are essential. 
Dressing in layers is also a good idea; the winters are cold, but the heating is sometimes excessive. 
People never wear “outside” shoes into their home but instead wear “inside shoes” or slippers 
and usually have extra pairs to offer guests. 
 
People in the Czech Republic tend to dress a bit more formally than in many parts of the US. But 
paradoxically, often people do not dress as formally for work as it may be the custom at your 
university.  
 
When going out to a concert, or to the theater, people dress formally, and it is considered rude if 
you wear jeans or carry a backpack. In some concert halls or theaters, it is prohibited. Women 
often wear long dresses and men often wear dark suits. 



 

15 
 

 
Grantees working at secondary schools should expect a formal graduation ball in the winter 
months, which they are encouraged to attend.  This means men should bring a suit and women a 
nice dress. 
 
Having said this, generally most goods are available in a fairly wide variety in department stores, 
small private shops and boutiques. You may not find the variety you are used to or the labels you 
are looking for, but the shopping situation can now be compared to Western Europe. If you insist 
on wearing a specific brand, bring it with you. Otherwise purchasing clothing items should not be 
a problem. 
 
Laundry – not often public laundry places, usually the flats have their own washing machines, but 
certainly not dryers. If you need to do your laundry, check this one http://pradelny-
praha.cz/?gclid=CNSb1Yumjs4CFc4W0wod4esN_g,  for more also visit www.expat.cz.  

 
 

Food and Eating Out 
Generally, food is less expensive in the Czech Republic than in the U.S. There are several large 
grocery store chains, most notably Tesco, Billa, Kaufland, Albert, Globus, Interspar, Penny, Lidl, 
etc. Larger stores can be more crowded than smaller, local stores, but they allow you to look at 
the products and prices while items are usually located behind the counter is smaller stores and 
stands. Almost all grocery stores carry a variety of Czech and Western products and brand names.  
 
Larger stores also usually have a section of bread and baked goods. Milk comes in two varieties, 
homogenized, pasteurized milk (mléko čerstvé) and long shelf-life milk (mléko trvanlivé). Organic 
foods (in Czech, “bio”) and other health foods such as whole grain pasta are available in the larger 
cities. Tap water is fine for drinking, water filters are available but they are not necessary. 
 
The smaller stands often offer a better quality of fruits and vegetables. They can also be more 
convenient sources for other small items like baked goods, juice, soft drinks, etc. With the 
exception of large supermarkets, most stores are closed or have only limited hours during 
weekends. Stores with extended hours usually have a sign that says: "Non Stop" or “Večerka“. 
 
Opening hours: Small shops and majority of shops in smaller towns close latest at 5 p.m. and are 
open only on working days and Saturday morning. Big supermarkets and shopping malls are open 
all week, and close usually at 8 or 9 p.m.  
 
Popular alternative way of shopping especially in larger cities are farmer markets, which are 
usually held on weekends. You can get seasonal fruits and vegetables, flowers, and local diary and 
bakery products. These markets are pleasant places for meeting people, having coffee, getting 
acquainted with local people. 
 
Many supermarkets charge a small fee for plastic bags, so it is advisable to keep a shopping bag 
with you.  In smaller shops it is customary to say “dobrý den” when entering and “na shledanou” 
when leaving. 
 
Restaurants are less expensive than in the U.S., although restaurants in tourist areas can be quite 
pricey. Larger cities usually have a variety of both Czech restaurants and restaurants with a 



 

16 
 

specialized cuisine (Italian, Chinese, etc.). Generally, Czech food is rather heavy and rich by 
American standards, and vegetarians may have a difficult time finding a large variety of dishes at 
traditional Czech restaurants. The beer and wine are good and commonly consumed at both lunch 
and dinner. Prague and other bigger towns in the Czech Republic have a handful of vegetarian 
and vegan restaurants, though some serve only during the daytime. 
 
When you interact with someone who is eating, it is customary to wish them “dobrou chuť”. In 
a group situation, it is customary to wait until someone says “dobrou chuť” before starting to 
eat (often not until everyone has received their food). 
 
In pubs and bars, one may join a table or share it with strangers if the place is full. 
 
At a restaurant, it is quite common for a group of people to ask to pay separately.  (When 
announcing that you want to pay “zaplatíme” you can specify that it will be separately “zvlášť” or 
together “dohromady”). Often, there will only be one check, but the waiter/waitress will 
approach each person and ask them what they had, crossing it off the bill and adding the amounts 
together.  The waitress/waiter will then announce the amount that person should pay. 
 
Unless the menu says that service is included, tipping is expected. Five to ten percent is a standard 
tip. Rather than leaving money on the table, the typical way to tip is to say the amount (with tip) 
that you are willing to pay as you hand over the money.  (For example: the waiter tells you your 
total comes to 237 Kč.  You would then say 250 while handing him 300 Kč. Alternatively, you could 
hand her/him the amount you intend to pay and say “dobrý”—saying it is fine and you do not 
require change.) 
 
You will find Mc Donald’s in Prague and in many other places. KFC and TGI Friday are also available 
as well as Starbucks and Burger King. 
 

Public Transportation 
The public transportation system in cities and towns is exceptional and reliable. It is a mix of trams, 
trolleys (buses running on overhead electrical wires), subways and buses which can get you 
anywhere in the city. Petite crime (pickpocketing) is increasing mainly during rush hours on some 
of the most tourist-visited lines of trams or metro.  
 
It is customary on public transportation to yield your seat to the elderly, pregnant women, and 
people with a disability. Seats for disabled passengers are marked with a cross and you should not 
use them. 

 

Prague transportation Detailed information in English on public transport in Prague including 

current prices can be found at http://www.dpp.cz/en/.  
 
If you arrange for a Lítačka (see https://www.litacka.cz/en how to get it) you would get those 
passes for a discount (for example 90-day passes for 1,480 CZK). 
 
You have to get an extra ticket when transporting a big parcel (but not a baby carriage) on the 
metro and tram. Transport schedules, excellent transit maps and informational brochures (in 
English) can be obtained at the information centers of the Prague Public Transit Company listed 
on the above mentioned web page. 
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Other towns In other towns, public transport systems are similar; the fare however, may differ. 

(In Brno the monthly pass costs 550 CZK, quarterly 1,370 CZK, and yearly 4,750 CZK. All passes and 
public transportation maps are available at the Dopravní podnik města Brna, Hlinky 151, also see 
http://www.dpmb.cz/en/novinky/all ). For Ostrava please check  http://www.dpo.cz/public-
transport-ostrava.html, for Olomouc http://www.dpmo.cz/en/news.asp, and for Pilsen 
http://www.pmdp.eu/. Please ask your host to assist you while arranging public transport pass (if 
available) in your town. 

 
 

Transportation within the Czech Republic Train and bus transportation within the Czech 

Republic is inexpensive. Trains are generally reliable and quite comfortable, but sometimes 
somewhat dirty. Intercity buses connect most of the towns and villages, and they are reliable and 
satisfactory (and often faster than trains). Train tickets can be used for any of the trains departing 
to your destination that day.  You can get reserved seats (místenky: a must at certain times of the 
week) for most buses and trains at bus and train stations. The tickets (jízdenky) may be 
discounted. Numerous previous grantees have used a so-called CD Kilometer Bank paying in 
advance 2,000 kilometers of discounted traveling by train on Czech railway lines. Return tickets 
as well as tickets for a group of people are also discounted (two people are considered to be a 
group). More about train transportation services, prices and price reductions can be found at 
http://en.cd.cz/ . There are also reliable private providers of bus and train services to increasing 
number of destinations, more information check on https://www.studentagency.eu/en/.  A map 
of train links and clear, detailed schedules are posted visibly in all train stations (bus schedules 
vary, and it is best to check with the information booth). With a little effort, even a non-Czech 
speaker can understand them. You can also check train schedules and print out trip plans from 
the IDOS - Czech Railways Electronic Timetable http://www.jizdnirady.cz/. English language 
information is available by clicking on the icon. (Please note that you must use Czech names for 
Czech destinations, e.g. Praha, not Prague.) Most bus and train stations have places to store your 
luggage during the day (for a fee) if you wish to sightsee unencumbered.  

 
You could also use a taxi, though taxis do not have a good reputation, particularly in 

Prague. We recommend the following companies in Prague: 
AAA Radiotaxi: tel. 14014 - http://www.aaaradiotaxi.cz/ 
Profi Taxi: tel. 844 700 800 - http://www.profitaxi.cz/ 
TickTack (Student Agency): tel. 14222 - http://www.ticktack.cz/ 
These taxis can be called directly anywhere in Prague. They are reliable and charge honest 

rates. Generally, we recommend avoiding a taxi on the street, but ordering it by telephone. 
There are apps available for taxi in Prague: Uber, Liftago, Taxi Nejlevnější. 
 

Cars and Driving 
A car is not necessary. You may want to buy a used one if you have a larger family, especially if 
you want to do a lot of traveling, or rent a car occasionally. Getting your car from the US to the 
Czech republic is very complicated and we do not recommend it. 
 
As of January 1, 2001, foreign licenses are no longer accepted for drivers who are in the Czech 

Republic for 90 days or longer.  Thus it is necessary either to obtain a Czech license or according 
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to the Czech Ministry of Transport and Communication, you may drive here indefinitely with a 
foreign license so long as two conditions are met: 
 
1) the license conforms to the standards of the Geneva Convention on International Road Safety 
of 1949; and  
2) you have an International Driving Permit to accompany your license. 
 
To the best of our knowledge, drivers’ licenses issued by U.S. state governments do comply with 
this Convention.  The American Automobile Association (AAA) in the U.S issues International 

Driving Permits for U.S. licenses.   You may download an application form from the AAA website 
at www.aaa.com.  You should print the form, fill it out, and mail it with the photos, fee, and copy 
of your current license (both sides) to an AAA office in the U.S.  (The website has addresses of 
many AAA offices, and the form contains instructions on photos, fees, etc.)  Please note that the 
IDP expires in one year.  It can be renewed by mail every year, so long as your U.S. license is valid. 
 

Please be aware that insurance companies may not honor claims for accidents that occur when 

a driver does not have a valid license under Czech law. 

 
For renting a car, you need your passport, drivers´ license, and visa. It is beneficial to take a Czech 
person with you to negotiate. Renting a Czech car costs about 18 to 27 USD a day, 270 to 390 a 
month with a limit of 3 000 km (1 875 miles), depending on the company. If traveling abroad, you 
need special insurance.  
 
Czech laws are very strict about driving under the influence of alcohol, with a so-called “zero 
tolerance” approach, meaning that any amount of alcohol in the blood when operating a motor 
vehicle is illegal. We recommend that you take this law seriously. 

 
 

Housing 
Universities or research institutes hosting Fulbright scholars are asked to assist Fulbright scholars 
in finding housing. Some universities who do not have their own housing will sometimes help you 
rent a privately owned apartment. Students may be offered accommodations in student 
dormitories by their host institution or find an apartment by themselves; high school teachers 
usually exchange housing with their Czech partners. Ask first your host for possibilities to use 
housing premises of the institution. 
 
Generally, housing is available in Prague, or in other big towns, but it may take some time to find 
a suitable apartment (in regards to price, location, etc.). You can begin your search at airbnb or 
craigslist.  
 
The best selection of apartments for rent in Brno can be found in the weekly Inzert Expres 
newspaper (the web page is only in Czech). Word of mouth is also an effective way to find an 
apartment.  Contact previous grantees and the Fulbright office.  Also check the Prague Post’s 
home page for “to rent” ads in English. You may also try Reality.CZ, Tom’s Apartments , Seznam – 
only in Czech) or Nemovitosti.Cz .  Note that some of these sites will be in Czech and that their 
listings may highlight more upscale lodgings.  

 

You can find info on accommodation in the expats community (http://www.expats.cz/).  
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In cases where you are renting a private apartment, it is recommended that you sign a lease with 
your landlord defining precisely the terms and conditions of your stay in the apartment. You may 
pay your rent in cash (be aware of your daily withdrawal limit and plan ahead) or by bank transfer 
as negotiated with your landlord. Especially for short term rents, be prepared to pay a high 
deposit. 
 
There are many factors to consider when selecting an apartment.  You may well be choosing your 
apartment sight unseen, so you may wish to ask the following questions prior to the renting 
agreement for a particular apartment: 
  

 How near to a tram or metro stop is the apartment?  Which line is it on?   
 Is there a night tramline nearby? (Important if you plan to be out past midnight on a 
regular basis!) 
 What floor is the apartment on?  Is there an elevator? Is the apartment in a large 
apartment complex (how many floors/apartments)?   
 How far away is it from the closest grocery/drug store/restaurant? Remember that you 
will probably not have a vehicle, so it is wise to find an apartment that is close to these 
services unless you like walking a lot with your groceries! 

  What appliances does it come with, is the flat furnished? (washer, dryer, TV, DVD). 
  Does the apartment have an active telephone line and internet access?  
  Does it face onto a noisy street? 
  
Be aware that your apartment may be somewhat less well-appointed than the housing you are 
accustomed to in the US.  Apartments range from those renovated recently to those last 
renovated in 1965.  Rental prices will vary accordingly. 
 
Furnished apartments should provide basic pots, dishes, linen, etc. Used furniture, appliances and 
electronics can be purchased at stores called “Bazars”. Most apartments have washing machines. 
Automatic dryers are rarely used; instead, people put their washed linen on lines in the bathroom 
or on a balcony.  Laundromats can also be found in larger cities. 
 

Schooling for Your Children 
If your child is school-aged, you have the possibility to send him/her to any elementary school in 
your place of assignment; however, the language of instruction is Czech. Those of you affiliated 
with institutions in Prague have the choice of sending your child to the International School of 
Prague (about 13,070 (pre-school) up to 20,860 (high school) Euro per year, paid by the parents), 
where classes are conducted in English, or other types of international schools (usually British-
style education). It is also possible to send children to Czech schools with extensive English lessons 
(5 hours a week from the age of 8).  You may wish to contact previous grantees whose children 
attended either Czech or international schools.  The Fulbright office can provide you with these 
references. A list of some schools in Prague, Brno and Olomouc region is provided in the Appendix 
(page 37).   
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Telephone and Internet 
Some apartments have a land phone line, and if there is not one, it is not easy or cheap to get 
one installed. You can also get a mobile phone. If you do have a phone line, you will need to pay 
monthly service charges for it as well as for your domestic and long distance calls. If a phone line 
is available in your apartment, please ask your landlord about the provider and tariff currently 
used because nowadays there can be various operators with very different programs to choose 
from, especially in large cities like Prague. A former monopoly – O2, however, still dominates most 
of the market and is usually the only option in smaller places. A comprehensive list of 
telecommunication providers with information about services offered is available in the Czech 
Yellow Pages (Zlaté stránky). Some institutions, or even homes, can already use services of 
operators other than just Telefonica O2. The largest alternative providers are GTS Novera and 
České Radiokomunikace .  
 
Please remember that the use of a telephone for international calls is restricted at Czech 
universities: the telephone rates are very high. 

 
A mobile phone is a good option during your stay in the Czech Republic. Mobile phones are wide 
spread in the Czech population and are very convenient. If you call from one mobile phone to 
another mobile phone, particularly if you are calling a number of the same operator as you use, 
the rate can actually be much cheaper than the rate for calling from a regular landline phone. 
There are three different possible providers. Companies’ client centers have many locations 
around Prague and the Czech Republic (in Prague, e.g., O2 on Spálená 49 near MY (Tesco) on 
Národní třída, T-Mobile on Národní třída 31, and Vodafone on Národní 28). You can decide if you 
would like to sign a contract with one of the providers and use some of its tariffs, or if you want 
to buy a set of so-called prepaid services. In this case, you do not have to have a contract with a 
company and you pay from your credit just when you call. Credit can be recharged from a prepaid 
card available for purchase in a number of places, or by other means, for example at the ATM 
machine. O2’s prepaid service has no special name, Vodafone offers Prepaid Card, T-Mobile pre-
paid service is called Twist. If you already have a mobile phone that is GSM compatible (Europe 

uses different bands - 900/1800 MHz but most recently produced phones offer a multi-band 
option), it should work in the Czech Republic as well. The fastest way of calling in such a case is to 
get a very cheap SIM card for one of the prepaid services. One way in which Czech mobile phone 
services differ from US services is that only the caller is charged for a call—the recipient of a call 
does not have to worry about “using up minutes”.  The only exception to this is a roaming fee you 
pay when you receive a call while you are in a country outside that where you purchased the SIM 
card (i.e. phone number). 
 
Using public phones is the most expensive way of calling and they have become quite rare in the 
last years. 

 
The best methods of communication with the U.S. are e-mail and skype, eventually free chat 
applications for smartphones. There are Internet “cafes” in most towns and cities or you can get 
connection at home through private Internet service providers. Usually, a monthly fee is required. 
Internet services are usually offered by all of the previously mentioned telecommunication 
providers as phone services. There are several options how to be connected: ADSL broadband, 
wireless Wi-Fi, through a cable TV, or through a mobile phone.  
 
An ADSL broadband connection is offered by O2, or its competitors - České radiokomunikace, 
GTS Novera, etc. but most of the ADSL services can be arranged only if you have a phone line 



 

21 
 

already available. The cheapest monthly fee is about 400 CZK but sometimes there can be limits 
on the amount of transferred data.  
 
Wireless technology Wi-Fi does not rely on a phone line but can be used only at places covered 
with a transmitter signal. The number of hotspots with free Wi-Fi is growing and you can find 
cafes, hotels or academic institutions with this type of connection.  
 
A mobile Internet connection is also available through mobile phone networks of O2, 
T-Mobile or Vodafone.  
 
An Internet connection through cable TV could also be a good option. Cable TV providers, like 
UPC, offer a connection through their cable TV network. It is comparable to ADSL. 

 

Mail 
International mail is relatively quick and reliable; a letter from the United States takes six to twelve 
days. It is up to you to decide whether you want to use your private or institutional address to 
receive your mail. For residential addresses in apartment buildings it is not common for an 
apartment number to be included, so the surname is what identifies you.  If you are planning to 
receive mail at home, make sure your name is on the mailbox.  Be aware that registered letters 
must be signed for, so that if you use your home address and no one is at home, you must then 
go to the nearest post office with your passport to pick it up. Parcels are not usually delivered, 
and have to be collected at the post office. Tell your friends to put the zip code for your city or 
town before the name of the town and to write out “Czech Republic.”  Otherwise, the letter is 
likely to go to the U.S. location with that zip code and may be easily lost. Air mail for even small 
packages can add up very quickly, so think hard before you ask for something to be sent from the 
U.S. to avoid unpleasant surprises, possibly duty tax, etc. If you decide to mail anything specify on 
the package that the goods are used for your personal use only. 
 
Until you know your exact home address in the Czech Republic, you can have your letters sent to 
the address of J. William Fulbright Commission, Karmelitská 17, 118 00 Praha 1, Czech Republic 

and pick up your letters at our office. 
 
If you are able to read Czech, visit the Czech Post web page to learn more about its services. No 
reimbursement is provided for sending books and other materials back to the U.S. You can 
consider using mail bags for mailing printed documents back home.  
 
Once more, we would like to point out that the best and easiest way to communicate with your 
family and colleagues is by e-mail.  Your access to e-mail here should be without problems. 
Numerous private firms now offer e-mail set-up and Internet connection services. 
 
 

Tourism and Recreation 
Many fine old towns, some three thousand castles and chateaux, more than fifty spas, mountain 
ranges with already well-equipped tourist centers, countless lakes and ponds, art galleries, and 
various famous cultural events are the main tourist attractions (see e.g., castles and chateaus) in 
the Czech Republic. 
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There are many places to see. We recommend you buy a guidebook and decide for yourself. Plan 
to budget enough money for domestic travel (including overnight lodging), as well as 
entertainment. Theaters and concerts are of high quality, and tickets are inexpensive. There are 
famous music festivals especially in Prague and in Brno, which are an important part of the 
country's cultural life. You can check e.g. http://www.ticketstream.cz or 
http://www.ticketpro.cz/jnp/en/home/index.html for cultural events in the Czech Republic.   
 
There is a thriving culture of festival markets, authentic folk dance and music presentations in 
smaller towns all across the country. These events occur year-round, but are more popular during 
the spring, summer, and on weekends. A detailed calendar of these events with English 
annotations can be obtained from http://www.fos.cz/. 
 
Aside from many state galleries, there are newly established smaller private art galleries, where 
exhibited items are often sold. 
 
We recommend that you get acquainted with the cultural life of the town where you will live. In 
Prague, the easiest way to do this is to check the “Prague Post” weekly, where there are special 
sections on cultural events and tourist attractions in the country. The Prague Information Service 
provides a comprehensive survey of cultural events as well at: http://www.pis.cz/en. In Brno, one 
can buy the “Kam” magazine published monthly (available at the Turistické informační centrum 
města Brna -TIC, Radnická 2-10, 658 78 Brno, tel. 420-542 427 111). You can also visit 
http://www.kultura-brno.cz/ (in Czech only) summarizing cultural events in Brno. Brno urban 
history 1918-1945 is mapped on http://www.bam.brno.cz/en/ offering great walks around Brno 
with expert comments. 
 
The Czech Republic has a well-established network of protected landscape areas, which include 
breathtaking natural beauty, archaeological sites, castle ruins, etc. A widely available map 
"Chráněná území přírody" published by the Czech Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape 
Protection shows all these areas and describes them in Czech with brief English summaries. You 
can learn more about nature protection in the Czech Republic here (general information), or visit 
some of the web pages of Czech national parks: Krkonoše National Park, Šumava National Park, 
Podyjí National Park, České Švýcarsko National Park. 
 
The Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy and its cultural center offer various activities: 
lectures, video programs, exhibitions and music. The Information Resource Center (IRC) offers a 
small reference collection and CD.ROM materials for research on the U.S. by appointment.  

The Internet address for the U.S. Embassy cultural section homepage is:  
 https://cz.usembassy.gov/cs/ 
Access to the U.S. Studies home page of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of 

the U.S. Department of State is: https://eca.state.gov/ . 
 

Apart from the American Center, there are also several European cultural centers in Prague - the 
French, German, Italian, Hungarian, Polish, Slovak, Austrian, Spanish, and the British Council.  
 
Former Fulbright students, scholars and teachers recommend applying for either an ISIC 

(International Student Identity Card) or an ITIC (International Teacher Identity Card), which are 
available from http://www.isic.org/ or check with the Czech office http://www.isic.cz/en/. These 
cards provide discounts to museums, galleries, concert halls, and some shops (e.g., bookstores). 
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Getting to know people 
As one of our US grantees observed: ”As Americans, our hearts are soft from the outside and hard 

from the inside; and many Czechs´ hearts are hard from the outside and soft from the inside. This 

means Czech people do not get close to everyone but once you are friends with them you are a 

friend for life.”  

Getting involved in some extracurricular activity can bring you together with Czechs (for example 
mushroom picking, ballroom dancing, choirs, etc.). Taking Czech lessons or teaching English 
conversation would be another way to get to know people. It is possible to “trade” tutoring in 
English for Czech with Czech students by posting advertisements at the university library or 
faculties. Some of the Czech Fulbright alumni who taught Czech in the U.S. could also be willing 
to provide you with private Czech lessons. 

Newspapers and Literature In large cities, you will be able to purchase the international 

editions of a number of English language newspapers and magazines.   

 
The major English newspaper published in the Czech Republic - the “Prague Post” weekly has 
become online only. You can easily access at any place. It has restaurant reviews, coverage of local 
and Eastern European happenings, and a cultural calendar and review.   
 
In Prague there are a number of English language bookstores, e.g. Big Ben (Malá Štupartská str. 
5, Praha 1), Globe (Pštrossova 6, Praha 1), Shakespeare and Sons (U Lužického semináře 10). A 
more comprehensive list of bookstore can be found here. In Brno you can find a section of books 
in foreign languages e.g., in Barvič a Novotný bookstore in Česká street 14 (phone 515 917 150).  
If you are in an outlying area, you may wish to subscribe to an English language newspaper and 
bring other reading material with you. 

 

Cost of living  

If you wish to get an idea of cost of living compared to those in the USA and worldwide in 
various places in the Czech Republic, please visit https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-
living/country_result.jsp?country=Czech+Republic&displayCurrency=USD 
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BEING A FULBRIGHTER IN THE CR   
 
Fulbrighters are in a unique position in the CR, somewhere between official visitor and private 
citizen.  You are, of course, subject to the same customs, procedures, visa formalities, and laws of 
the Czech Republic that apply to all private visitors to the country. 
 
Despite the fact that you are not in the CR as an "official American", you are a representative of 
the United States. People will view you as a "typical" American and often ask you many questions 
about your homeland, curious where you are from, what your background is, etc. You will also 
have the chance to experience their enormous hospitality, friendliness and willingness to help 
you. 
 

Contacts with your host institution  
 
We recommend that you contact (by e-mail) your contact person at the host institution as soon 
as you are informed of the award. Be aware, most Czech universities are not in full operation in 
July and August, and most of September. Ask as many questions as possible about course loads 
and descriptions, library materials, students' level of preparation, accommodation and other 
important concerns. If your grant starts in the fall, you should arrange the majority of issues by 
May and early June at the latest.  
 
Do not be shy. Get on your e-mail account and be polite, flexible and patient, but persistent. 
Things generally move slower in the Czech Republic. 
 
If there should be problems, such as, lack of attention from your host, difficulty in establishing 
opportunities for interaction, etc., please call or e-mail the Commission's Program Coordinator 
for help early in the process. 
 

Financial Aspects of Your Grant   
You will receive your Grant Authorization, which provides you with the financial details of your 
grant including the payment schedule. Should you have any further questions, contact the 
Commission, or ask during the in-country orientation in September. The Travel Allowance for a 
grantee and dependents is provided without any obligation of submitting bills for reimbursement 
to the Commission. The travel allowance will be sent to you no sooner than six weeks prior to the 
beginning of your grant. You can find all information in your Grant Document. 
 

Mid-term and Final Reports 
All grantees are asked to submit final reports at the end of their Fulbright stay in the Czech 
Republic. The last-month stipend is payable after the report has been submitted. Grantees 
residing in the Czech Republic for the whole academic year (or over 7 months) are asked to also 
submit a mid-term report after the first semester (during January). The forms for the reports are 
on the Fulbright Commission web page. https://www.fulbright.cz/en/grantees-and-
alumni/current-grantees/ 
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All grantees are also asked to submit separate final reports to relevant U.S. agencies. Grantees 
are contacted directly by those institutions in due time. Reports are submitted online.  
(For Fulbright scholars only: access through the grantee webpage here: 
https://www.cies.org/protected-node?destination=node/15483&protected_page=15483 
Password= CIES_grantee!) 
No stipend is bound with this obligation. 
 

Grant Extensions 
Grant extensions are not automatic and cannot always be granted. Fulbright scholars may apply 
for an extension of their grants for up to three months (the total grant should not exceed 12 
months). Fulbright students may apply as well. 
 
 If you decide to apply for an extension, write a letter to the Fulbright Commission with a brief 
statement outlining why you would like an extension and include a letter of support from your 
host institution, which addresses the need for the extension, by the end of the calendar year, or 
by March 1 (for those who are in the Czech Republic for a spring semester only). The Fulbright 
Commission Board will consider your request and inform you of its decision. 
 

Grant Renewals 
The general policy of J. William Fulbright Board for Foreign Scholarships is not to support 
renewals.  

Money and Banking 
Banks in the CR provide various benefits; therefore, we are able to give you only general 
information about their services. Credit cards (American Express, Visa Cards, Euro and Master 
Cards) are quite common; however, some small stores do not accept credit cards yet. 
 
If necessary, the Fulbright staff may assist you with establishing a U.S. dollar account for deposit 
of your Fulbright award at:  
Československá obchodní banka (CSOB) 
Václavské náměstí 32 
115 20 Praha 1, Czech Republic 
Phone:  420-261 351 111 
http://www.csob.cz/en/ 
 
There is an English speaking staff at Ceskoslovenska obchodni banka who can help you with other 
needs. CSOB ATM machines work with both Cirrus and Plus networks.  If you are staying outside 
Prague, it will be more comfortable to establish your CSOB account in the area in which you will 
be living.  Previous grantees have had problems dealing with CSOB branches when their account 
was established in Prague. A list of CSOB branches can be found here. 

 
Major CSOB branches outside Prague: 

Československá obchodní banka  Československá obchodní banka 
Hlavní pobočka Brno    Pobočka Olomouc 
Joštova 5     Dolní nám. 28-29 
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601 79 Brno     772 00 Olomouc 
Phone: 420-545 566 111   Phone: 420-585 501 111 
Fax: 420-545 566 450    Fax: 420-585 229 309 
 
Československá obchodní banka 
Hlavní pobočka Ostrava 
Hollarova 5 
702 37 Ostrava 
Phone: 420-596 106 111  
Fax: 420-596 106 400 

  
If you decide to open an account at CSOB, the Bank provides a number of cards differing 

in benefits (https://www.csob.cz/portal/people/products/payment-cards/debit-cards). It takes 
about two weeks for any of these cards to be issued. One has to return the card 30 days before 
his/her departure home in order to close the account. 

 
Until you receive your Czech ATM card (2-3 weeks), you can use your home credit card or debit 
card at many ATMs (make sure they support an international network such as Cirrus or Plus) to 
access funds from your US accounts.  Make sure the Personal Identification Number that you use 
to access funds from an ATM is only numbers and that your card is fully activated for foreign 
withdrawals (call your bank or credit card company to confirm this!).  

   
Exchange offices (e.g. Cheque Point) have many locations; they may charge some commission 
depending on the amount of transaction. When exchanging the money be sure to compare the 
rates at banks and exchange offices. Be careful when withdrawing money from an ATM machine. 
All of them have English menu. Make sure nobody sees your pin when you are entering it, do not 
accept offers of any assistance, and watch out for individuals who might approach you during 
your withdrawal operation pretending that the machine went out of order and they came to fix 
it.   
 
Traveler’s cheques are no longer as easy to exchange in the Czech Republic.  If they are accepted, 
it is often at a less advantageous rate. 
 

Passport and Visa 
Make sure you and your dependents have a valid passport (exceeding your intended stay by at 
least 3 months) and that you obtain all the needed documents required for your visa (including 

marriage certificates and birth certificates of your dependents if they accompany you. These 

documents must be certified by an apostille and officially translated into Czech). Detailed 

materials regarding visa procedures are sent separately. Registration with a relevant foreign 

police office of the Czech Ministry of Interior is required within three working days after your 

arrival.  

 

If necessary, the Fulbright Office will assist you with the registration. If you are not staying in 
Prague, ask your local host for assistance. Contacts for registration with a relevant foreign police 
office can be found at http://www.policie.cz/clanek/oddeleni-pobytovych-agend.aspx.  
 

Take your passport and health insurance card for the registration. Do not forget that you have 

to fill in the address of your housing identical with the one on your visa application.  
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You and your family dependents apply for the visa over 90 days, which are valid up to 12 
months. You apply just for the period of your grant stay. You are obliged to register after 

your arrival to the Czech Republic at the local foreign office within three working days. We 
recommend that you are accompanied by your contact person from the hosting institution as 
assistance. You will get more detailed visa information in time before you apply for it. The visa 
process can take 60-90 days, so it is important to apply in time and have all necessary 
documents ready. 

Security 
We strongly encourage you to register with consular section and to enroll in the Smart 

Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) via travel.state.gov. By enrolling in STEP, you will 
receive emails about safety and security, urgent emergency situations, and updates to our 
Consular Information Program products. During the Orientation in September, you will be 
introduced to the Emergency plan and Emergency scheme. You will also receive your 
emergency card with contacts and important numbers, which you should always carry with 
you. We will also create and check the emergency call scheme and schedule during the 
Orientation session. 

Tax Information and Forms 
We suggest that you obtain accurate information from CIES, IIE or the State Department on U.S. 
taxes and forms before you leave for the Czech Republic. In addition to checking with CIES, IIE or 
the State Department and the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, you may want to get the advice of a 
tax consultant. You may wish to give power of attorney to someone in the States if you plan to 
file in the USA while abroad. The stipend you obtain in the Czech Republic is not at this time 
subject to taxation by the CR (as an Agreement on Avoidance of Double Taxation is valid between 
CR and USA). 
 
We are neither competent, nor authorized, to give you any advice concerning the U.S. tax system. 
You are recommended to visit the IRS web site for further details: 
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Fulbright-Grants.  
 
You can shop tax-free in stores with a Tax-free sign in the Czech Republic. In this way, you can 
save up to 19% Value Added Tax. However, the purchasing amount has to exceed 1,000.- CZK per 
day per shop and you have to submit a Tax-free Shopping Check to Czech customs for stamping 
within 30 days from the date of purchase.  
 

Medical Care 

As a Fulbright grantee, you are insured by the Accident and Sickness Program for Exchanges (ASPE) 
for the period of your grant. ASPE is provided by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of 
the U.S. Department of State. The ASPE booklet specifying the insurance conditions is sent to you 
and is also available to download at http://usdos.sevencorners.com/ . We will enroll you into the 
ASPE system. You will receive your ASPE Identification Card upon your arrival here. If you lose the 
card, please let us know as soon as possible and we will print a duplicate for you. For 
reimbursement of any medical care always download and send to the insurance company 
Correspondence Payment Form, and further forms according to the type of medical treatment 
(Medical Claim Form, eventually Outside US Prescription Form). 
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Remember that your dependents are responsible for their own insurance. Proof of sufficient 

travel medical insurance coverage must be submitted with their visa application (see more 
details here). Please study this information carefully to be sure that your dependent’s health 
insurance fully meets the criteria specified in it. 
 
Medical care provided in the CR is good by Central European standards. Most medical care is 
free for Czechs and those with Czech health insurance, with no copayment for outpatient 
treatment. Most physicians are competent and should be able to communicate in English.  Bring 
your medicines and copies of your medical, vaccination and dental records with you, especially if 
you have a condition that will probably require treatment. Ask the advice of your contact 
person.  There are Western-trained doctors in Prague and a number of Western-style clinics 
(with Western-style fees). Private insurance may be accepted at these clinics.  If you have U.S. 
medical insurance, call your insurer and ask about overseas coverage and requirements.  Bring 
extra claim forms with you.  
 
Bring a 12 months' supply of any medication that you take regularly. Ask your physician to write 
down the generic names of your medications, which may be available in the Czech Republic under 
a different brand name (you may prefer to bring contact lens products from the U.S.).  Make note 
of your physician’s e-mail address and phone number in case you wish to contact them while you 
are here.  
 
If you plan to travel with your children, we advise you to visit your pediatrician and obtain a year's 
prescription of any necessary drugs. Depending on your child's susceptibility to infections in the 
States, overestimate the number of prescriptions you will need.  Vaccination and allergy records 
may be required by your child’s school, so bring copies of these as well.   
 
Note: Remember that the ASPE insurance for the grantees is valid only in the country of your 
grant (the Czech Republic). If traveling outside the country you can buy travel insurance "cestovní 
pojištění" from some local insurance companies for 30-70 CZK per day. 
 
There are no unsual and unique diseases spread in the CR compared to the US or Europe. One 

possible threat are infected ticks. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tick-borne_encephalitis, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyme_disease 
Prevention involves application of insect repellents on any exposed skin as well as on socks and 
camping gear. Dress sensibly when camping or hiking. Ticks travel upwards, so cover ankles, legs 
and arms. Check yourself regularly for ticks and remove them as soon as you notice them. Take 
care to remove the whole tick. (You can purchase medical tweezers in the pharmacy.) 
 

Employment of Spouses 
In general, a spouse accompanying a Fulbrighter to the CR should not expect to be able to work, 
because the possibilities are limited. Some spouses have worked as tutors, especially teaching 
English, but these jobs are irregular and are usually paid according to Czech standards, which are 
low. Therefore, volunteer work seems to be the most appropriate, e.g. editing articles translated 
into English, etc. 
 
If a spouse is employed, the employer will be responsible for arranging the working permit, which 
is required by Czech law. 
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Packing for the CR 
The best advice on what to bring will undoubtedly come from Fulbright alumni. Contact them and 
ask what you should bring. The Commission, CIES or IIE can provide you with the necessary 
addresses. Food and other supplies are relatively plentiful and inexpensive. Since you pay the 
costs of airfreight, it is up to you how much to carry and how much to ship. 

A few hints what to bring 
 your address book, e-mail addresses of your contacts 
 small appliances, make sure they are 220V, 50-cycle, or bring a transformer and adapter 

plugs (make sure that the transformer you buy is suited to the items) 
 pictures or a book showing your home town 
 business cards  
 an extra pair of glasses or contact lenses 
 cell phone, camera 

Some of these items are available in the CR (at least in Prague), but are sometimes difficult to 
find, and you will appreciate your foresight. Overall, almost everything is possible to obtain, 
although you may have to look through several shops, and you have to be prepared to pay more 
than usual if the item is not often used in the Czech Republic. 
If you plan shipment of any items, please keep in mind that any package would have to be 
declared and cleared by custom office, if you put its value higher than 50 EUR. The clearance 
process can be a long and complicated, so carefully consider that while packing. Also, check in 
advance with the shipping company what items are forbidden to be mailed to the Czech Republic 
(for example medications, etc.)  to avoid any delay in delivery or even return of your parcel to the 
USA. 
 
 
 

Computers 

Although you can expect to find computers at the schools or research institutes with which you 
will be affiliated, they can be heavily used or dated. Therefore, if you plan to do a lot of writing 
during your stay in the Czech Republic, it is better to bring along your own computer.  
 
If you plan on using the university’s computer, ask for specifics about their computer resources.  
(Available on weekends/evenings?  What operating system and version? Web browser?  How long 
will it take to get office keys, etc.?) 
 
For safety, and to avoid hauling dead computers or printers for repair, it is important to bring 
either dual voltage equipment or equipment designed for a 220V, 50Hz electrical system. Most 
laptops have transformers built into their cords (a black box), but make sure to read the 
specifications.  Most printers are not compatible and will need a step-down transformer that is 
recommended by the manufacturer. Bring at least three U.S.-to-European standard outlet 
adapters (converts slotted prongs to round prongs) for the computer or other appliances you 
bring (note that these usually DO NOT convert the voltage!).    
 
In all cases, consult the owner's manuals or contact your computer shop and ask for their 
recommendations for transformers and electrical filters.  
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PC clones are sold for very low prices in the country, but they may be old models. Macintosh 
computers are not as widely used as in the USA. There are several Mac dealers in large towns but 
they are oriented to businesses and may overcharge for individuals.  
 
Bring your favorite software with you (if you have a license), even if you are not bringing your 
computer. Leave the backup copies and data at home. 
 

Books and Teaching Materials 
We recommend that you follow the good traveler’s rule of not bringing with you more than you 
yourself can carry. Send everything else ahead. Additional books can be sent relatively 
inexpensively using the U.S Postal Service M-bag shipping. Books should be well wrapped 
(cardboard/duct tape) and weather-proofed in the mailbags - it is best to put them in small boxes 
with the address clearly stated on each box in case they get separated. Note also that these bags 
are not insurable. 
 
Suggestion: mail over several books via the “mail-bag” that you will use to prepare lectures and 
lessons. 
If you bring any DVD make sure that it is compatible with the equipment of your host department, 
as Europe and the United States have different “region encoding”. The same restrictions may 
apply to your videotapes (if you still use them); please remember that most U.S. videotapes are 
an NTSC norm, while in Europe a PAL/SECAM norm is used. One has to have a so-called 
multisystem to be able to play U.S.-norm videotape here.  
 
Library resources are still very limited: you have to rely almost entirely on materials which you 
bring from the U.S. There are already many possibilities to share teaching materials with students 
electronically, so scans and electronic documents on flash discs, on clouds, google docs are very 
helpful. Students are used to study from electronically distributed materials and readings, so use 
scans and pdf files as much as possible to save money for shipment. Arrange with your host 
institution in advance to publish the reading and teaching materials for students in the 
Information system. Dropbox or other virtual storage places can be used for sharing files as well. 
 

For Fulbright Scholars and Distinguished Chairs only: Mailing Books 
Educational materials may be shipped via diplomatic pouch to the U.S. Embassy in Prague or 
regular mail to universities or the Fulbright Commission.  Fulbright Scholars may send books and 
educational materials to their countries of assignment via the diplomatic pouch on a one-time 
(outbound ONLY) basis, if authorized to do so by the U.S. Embassy in that country.  The pouch 
may not be used for return shipments.   
 
IIE or the Commission will send detailed instructions to grantees on how to ship materials via the 
diplomatic pouch. Please follow these instructions, and do not attempt to ship books directly to 
the Embassy. 
 
If you decide to order the books directly from Amazon.com or other online bookstores, please 
have the books be sent by diplomatic pouch to the U.S. Embassy in Prague to avoid the 
unnecessary customs. Please be sure that the invoice is in your name. 

 

For Distinguished Chairs only: Book Allowance 
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If you are a Fulbright Distinguished Chair you will receive a $1,500 book allowance to purchase 
books and other teaching materials needed for your work during your stay in the Czech Republic. 
You will leave the materials with your host department when you return to the U.S. The book 
allowance is provided without any obligation of submitting bills for reimbursement to the 
Commission. Arrange the purchase of books directly with your host institution. 
 

Incountry and Intercountry Travel (for Scholars Only) 
Incountry Travel The Czech Fulbright Commission informs universities and other relevant 

institutions in the country about current Fulbright scholars. If another institution decides to invite 
a scholar to give a presentation, the Commission reimburses his/her travel while the inviting 
institution is expected to provide a lodging if necessary (i.e., if a visit cannot be done within one 
day). 

 

Intercountry Travel Fulbright Commissions (and posts) are authorized to include, in their 

annual program plans, grants for lecturing visits to and from neighboring countries by U.S. 
grantees. Therefore, the Czech Commission usually exchanges their list of current Fulbright 
scholars with neighboring countries so they can make it available to their respective academe. 
 
If a scholar is invited to lecture in another country, he/she must notify the Czech Fulbright 
Commission and ask his/her contact person at the institution extending the invitation to contact 
the Fulbright Commission of that country. Usually, it is this Commission that arranges for travel 
and the host contact arranges for lodging in the host country. Expenses of intercountry exchanges 
will be borne, in general, by the Commission or post and the university which is host to a particular 
visit. 
 
Intercountry grants must take place during your grant period and should not exceed two weeks 
in total. 
 

Specific References 
Unfortunately, we do not have space in this handbook to provide detailed references for 
restaurants, gyms, places to purchase specific items, etc. We would like to suggest that you 
carefully read the reports of previous grantees for this information, especially those who were in 
the region you will be living in. They would be pleased to be contacted personally if you have 
specific questions.  
   
Both expats.cz and the Prague Post can be valuable resources and offer business listings on their 
websites.  Expats.cz also has a good “survival guide” that can be picked up for free at various 
locations throughout the country or can be downloaded at http://lp.expats.cz/survivalguide/ . 
 

Travel Outside the Czech Republic 
If you plan to take a trip outside of the CR, you must inform the Fulbright Commission.  Any travel 
or other activities that might impact your teaching assignment must be cleared through prior 

arrangement with your host institution. 
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IMPORTANT!!! YOU MUST NOTIFY THE COMMISSION IF YOU ARE LEAVING THE COUNTRY. 
If you plan to travel extensively, please schedule these trips for before or 

after the period of your grant.  
 

DURING THE PERIOD OF YOUR GRANT you may ONLY leave the host 
country (Czech Republic) for a LIMITED TIME. 
 
For grants of five months or less, you may leave the CR for a total of 10 
days. 

 
For grants between five months and a year, you may leave the CR for a total 
of 20 days 
 
These numbers are CUMULATIVE numbers for over the course of your 
grant period. IF YOUR TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE CZECH REPUBLIC EXCEEDS 
THESE LIMITS, YOU MAY RECEIVE A DEDUCTION IN GRANT BENEFITS. 
 
YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE IS ONLY VALID WITHIN THE CZECH REPUBLIC. 

 
Read carefully the terms and conditions of the grant once more. 
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ORIENTATION 
 
An on-site orientation for you and your family members is planned in Prague, September 22-25, 

2019 (for those coming either for the whole academic year or for the winter semester). The in-
country orientations will provide you with additional practical information on living and working 
in the CR. In the meantime, we suggest that you contact American Fulbright alumni whose names 
and addresses you can obtain from representatives of the Commission, IIE, and of course, your 
contact persons at your host institution. 
 

Inform the Fulbright Commission (primarily), your host, and IIE in time about your arrival (flight 
number + date and exact time). 
 

Your orientation will take place in Villa Lanna. A detailed schedule of the orientation will be e-

mailed to all the participants in advance. Those whose final destination in the Czech Republic is 

outside of Prague will be accommodated in Villa Lanna and Villa Marna during the orientation. 
The Villa Lanna is within walking distance from the metro stop Hradčanská on the A-line. 
http://data.vila-lanna.ssc.avcr.cz/Mapa/.  
Villa Marna is about 10 minute walk from the Villa Lanna. 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=cs&authuser=0&mid=z-Jk-6JZrnEg.kvYJkY2Y6es8 
 
The Commission also organizes a mid-semester meeting for you and your families (around 
Thanksgiving) and a mid-year conference scheduled for late January 2020. Transportation for all 
the participants will be provided and the stay will be completely covered for grantees and their 
families. This meeting will also serve as the initial in-country orientation for those coming for the 

spring term. 

 

Transportation from the airport 
There is one international airport in Prague – Václav Havel Airport, situated in Prague – Ruzyně 
about 15 kilometers from the center. To get directly to the center of the city, there are three 
options: public transport, outsourced transportation services, and taxis.   
 
There is also a regular (mass transit) bus service (No 119) from the airport to the metro stop 
Veleslavín on the A-line every 10 minutes and bus no. 100 to the metro stop Zličín metro B line 
(32 CZK ticket can be obtained at the airport; this ticket may be used for transfers). There is also 
an Airport Express bus to the Main Station metro stop. 
 
You could also take a taxi. Use the AAA company contracted by the airport. AAA assistants in the 
arrival halls will direct you to the nearest available cab  
 
You can learn more about the airport and its transportation and other services at 
http://www.pragueairport.co.uk/. 
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APPENDICES 
 

Useful Contacts  

 

Embassy of the United States of America in the CR 

Tržiště 15, 110 00 PRAGUE 1, phone number: 420-257 022 000 
Chargé d´Affaires: Kelly Adams - Smith 
https://cz.usembassy.gov/cs/ 
 

Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy  
Tržiště 15, 110 00 PRAGUE 1, phone number: 420-257 022 002 
PAO: Joann Lockard 
 
CIES (Council for International Education of Scholars) 

Washington, 1400 K Street, N.W. Suite 700, 20005 
Phone number: 001 202 686-8644, fax: 001 202 686 4029  
In charge of American scholars going to the Czech Republic: Jennifer Bhiro (e-mail: JBhiro@iie.org)  

 
IIE (Institute of International Education) 

New York, 809 U.N. Plaza, NY 10017 
Phone number: 001 212 984-5366, fax: 001 212 984-5325 
In charge of American students going to the Czech Republic: to be determined 
 
American Express 

Na Příkopě 19, Praha 1 
Phone: 420-222 800 333  

http://www.americanexpress.cz/ 
 
Main Post Office - Hlavní pošta  
(open 24 hours and has a fax receiving/sending facility) 
Jindřišská 14, Praha 1 
Phone: 420-221 131 445 
 
Pošta Brno 2 (open 24 hours) 

Nádražní 3, Brno 2 
Phone: 420-542 151 111 
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Tables of Measures and Temperatures 

 
A comprehensive online unit conversion can be found at http://www.onlineconversion.com/ . 
WEIGHT 1000 grams 1 kilogram, or 2.2 American pounds 

100 grams   3 1/2 U.S. ounces 
 
LIQUID  1 pint (U.S.)  0.4731 liters 

1 quart (U.S.)   0.95 liters (a liter is 3 3/3 tablespoons more than U.S. qt.) 
1 gallon (U.S.)  3.784 liters 
1 gallon (imperial) 4.564 liters   
1 deciliter 1/10 liter, roughly one third of a cup. 

 
LINEAR   1 inch   2.54 centimeters 

1 foot   0.31 meter  
1 mile   1.61 kilometers 
1 yard   91.4 centimeters 
1 meter  39.27 inches 
1 kilometer  0.62 mile 
Useful approximations 

5 centimeters   2 inches 
10 centimeters  4 inches 
30 centimeters  1 foot 
10 centimeters  0.33 feet 
10 kilometers   6 miles 
16 kilometers   10 miles 

 
TEMPERATURES 
To convert Centigrade into Fahrenheit, multiply by 1.8 + 32 

Thermometer readings  

Fahrenheit Centigrade Fahrenheit Centigrade 
0 -17.8 68 20 
5 -15 77 25 

14 -10 86 30 
23 -5 98.6 36.9 
32 0 100 37.2 
41 5 102 38.1 
50 10 103 39.4 
59 15 212 100 

Oven temperatures 

Fahrenheit Centigrade   
475 240   
400 200   
350 180   
300 160   
250 140   

 
A special temperature converter can be found at: 
http://www.albireo.ch/temperatureconverter/ 
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Festivals and Public Holidays 

 
1 January  Following parties on New Year's Eve (Silvestr), New Year's Day  
   is spent visiting relatives  
 
Big Friday   
Easter Monday  Former pagan custom with decorated Easter eggs and streamers,  
   switch braided from willow branches (pomlázka) 
 
1 May   May Day with decorated May poles in the villages 
 
8 May   End of Second World War. Liberation (1945) 
 

5 July Greek missionaries of Christianity, Saints Cyril and Methodius began 
their mission among the Slavic peoples of Great Moravia (862). They 
are credited with devising the Glagolitic alphabet, the first alphabet 
used to transcribe the Old Church Slavonic language. 

 
6 July   Death of Jan Hus, the important medieval Church reformer (1415) 
 
28 September St. Wenceslaus’s Day (St. Václav – patron saint of the Czech lands), Day of 

the Czech lands sovereignty 
 
28 October  Proclamation of Czechoslovakia’s Independence (1918) 
 
17 November Day of the fight of students for freedom and democracy (1939, 1989) 
 

24 December  Christmas Eve, Štědrý večer, is the traditional time when the family comes 
together to feast and exchange presents. The traditional dish is fried carp 
and potato salad. 

 
25 December  Christmas Day, Boží hod 
 
26 December  Christmas Day, St. Štěpán´s Day (families visit relatives) 
 
Both American and Czech holidays are observed by the Commission during the year. The 
Commission, as well as the U.S. Embassy, will be closed to the public on these days. 
 
Classes begin around October 1 at universities, September 1 in high schools. The two-week 
Christmas break begins a few days before Christmas. The fall semester at universities ends in 
December or mid-January, followed by exams and a one-week break and the spring semester 
starts mid-February. High schools have one week spring break usually late February, early March, 
depending on regions. There are a couple of days off before Easter each year. University classes 
end late May, and final exams end late June. High schools finish at the end of June. 



 

37 
 

Schools in Prague, Brno and Olomouc 
 

Schools in Prague: 
Primary and secondary schools: 
 
The Prague British School  
K lesu 558       tel. (420) 226 096 200 
142 00 Praha 4      e-mail: admissions@pbschool.cz 
http://www.pbschool.cz/      
 
The English International School 
Brunelova 960/12     tel. (420) 272 181 911 

142 00 Praha 4      e-mail: admissions@eisp.cz 
http://www.eisp.cz/      
 
International Montessori School of Prague 
Hrudičkova 2107     tel. (420) 272 937 758 
148 00Praha 4 – Roztyly     fax (420) 272 942 861 
http://www.montessori.cz/    email: info@montessori.cz 
 
Duhovka Elementary (Montessori)   tel.: (420) 220 303 821 (office) 
Nad Kajetánkou 134/9     e-mail: kancelar@duhovkaskola.cz (office) 
169 00 Praha 6 – Břevnov    
http://www.duhovkaskola.cz/en/ 
(also a pre-school) 
 
International School of Prague 
Nebušická 700      tel. (420) 220 384 111  
164 00 Praha 6 - Nebušice    fax (420) 220 384 555  
http://www.isp.cz/     email: director@isp.cz 
 
The Riverside School Prague 
Roztocká 9      tel. (420) 224 315 336    
160 00 Praha 6 – Sedlec     e-mail: administration@riversideschool.cz 
http://www.riversideschool.cz  
 
Park Lane International School 
Norbertov 3, 162 00 Praha 6 – Střešovice tel. (420) 220 512 653 
Valdštejnská 10, Praha 1 tel. (420) 257 316 182 
http://www.parklane-is.com    e-mail: info@parklane-is.com 
 
Meridian International School 
Frýdlantská 1350/1  tel. (420) 286 581 805 
182 00 Praha 8 fax ( 420) 286 581 805 
http://www.meridianedu.cz/ e-mail: info@meridianedu.cz 
 
Pre-schools: 
Montessori Dům 
Lumírova 23       
Prague 2       tel. (420) 774 500 844 
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http://www.vaseskolka.cz    e-mail: stepanka@vaseskolka.cz 
 
Bumble Bee (English kindergarden, age 3-7) 
Bubenečská 22  
161 00 Praha 6      tel. (420) 233 321 386   
http://www.bumblebee.cz/en/    e-mail: director@bumblebee.cz 
 
Green Tree Preschool (English kindergarten, age 2-4) 
Pelleova 11      tel. (420) 723 977 084 
Praha 6       e-mail: petra@greentreepreschool.cz 
http://greentreepreschool.cz/ 
 
Jingle Bells (English kindergarten, age 3-7) 
Mickiewiczova 15     tel. (420) 233 320 183 
160 00 Praha 6      mobile: (420) 602 312 744 
 http://www.jinglebells.cz/    e-mail: jinglebellspreschool@gmail.com 
   
Modré nebe, s.r.o.  
Elišky Krásnohorské 6      
110 00 Praha 1      mobile: (420) 739 466 957 
http://www.modrenebe.cz    e-mail: modrenebe@modrenebe.cz 
 
The above mentioned list is not comprehensive. More options can be found at the expats.cz web 
site. 
 

 

Schools in Brno: 
Secondary Schools: 
 
School Complex 
Mendlovo náměstí 1/3, 4   tel. (420) 543 211 790 
603 00 Brno     fax (420) 543 216 136 
http://en.skolskykomplex.cz/   e-mail: reditelstvi@skolskykomplex.cz 
 
Gymnázium Matyáše Lercha (French grammar school) 
Žižkova 55     tel. (420) 549 122 063 
616 00 Brno     fax (420) 549 122 010 
http://www.gml.cz    e-mail: sekretariat@gml.cz 
   
 
Gymnázium Slovanské náměstí  
Slovanské náměstí 7    tel. (420) 541 321 317 
612 00 Brno     fax (420) 549 257 709 
http://www.gymnaslo.cz/en   e-mail: red@gymnaslo.cz 
 
 
Primary Schools: 
 

Anglická základní škola 
Mendlovo nám. 3/4        tel. (420) 728 339 488 
603 00 Brno     e-mail: stara@skolskykomplex.cz 
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http://en.skolskykomplex.cz/azs/ 
 
Základní škola  (a special class for foreigners aimed at improving children’s Czech language skills so 
that they can join a regular class soon) 
Jana Broskvy 3     tel. (420) 545 219 112 
Brno - Chrlice     e-mail: zschrlice@zschrlice.cz 
http://www.zschrlice.cz/ 
 
International School of Brno 
Čejkovická 10     tel. (420) 544 212 313 
628 00 Brno     e-mail: info@isob.cz 
http://www.isob.cz/     
    
Základní škola 
Bakalovo nábř. 8    tel. (420) 543 212 725 
639 00 Brno     e-mail: gasparcova@bakalka.cz 
http://www.bakalka.cz/ 
 
Pre-schools: 
 
English Nursery (One English class for 10 children within a regular private kindergarten) 
Jiráskova 29     tel. (420) 605 712 132 or (420) 739 954 344 
602 00 Brno     e-mail: materidouska@skolka.cz 
http://www.skolka.cz/clanky/nursery-school-kindergarten.htm 
 
English Preschool 
Viniční 204     tel. (420) 734 484 388 
601 50 Brno 15 – Židenice   e-mail: zidenice@KinderGarten.cz 
  
PONNY (English kindergarten) 
Krondlova 913/1    tel. and fax (420) 543 245 580 
616 00 Brno     e-mail: info@ponny-brno.cz 
www.ponny-brno.cz 
 

Mateřská škola a základní škola Sluníčko - Montessori, combines kindergarten and elementary 
school  
Šrámkova 14     tel.:  (420) 603 376 957 
63800, Brno-Lesná    e-mail: ms.slunicko1@volny.cz 
http://www.slunicko-montessori.cz 
 
Montessori International School (combines kindergarten and elementary school) 
Hlaváčova 6     tel: 603 226 844 
614 00    Brno - Obřany    e-mail: info@msperlicka.cz 
http://www.msperlicka.cz/?lang=en&call=Home 
 

 

 

Schools in Olomouc region: 
The International Campus in Olomouc 
Rooseveltova 101     tel. (420) 585 754 880  
779 00 Olomouc     e-mail: info@ischool.cz 



 

40 
 

http://www.ischool.cz/     
 
Kindergarten Sluníčko       
Loučská 237     tel. (420) 581 772 171 
751 31 Lipník nad Bečvou   e-mail: slunicko@slunicko.cz  
http://www.slunicko.cz 
 
 
 

Schools in Ostrava: 
1st International School of Ostrava  
Gregorova 3     tel. (420) 723 332 653 
702 00 Ostrava     e-mail: info@is-ostrava.cz  
http://www.is-ostrava.cz/     
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Useful Web Addresses  
 

General Information 
 
http://www.expats.cz/ 
Commercial website/online community with information for foreigners living in the Czech 
Republic 

 
http://www.czech.cz/en 
Basic facts about the Czech Republic, travel, leisure, business, study, work. 
 
http://mapy.cz 
Searches for places in any part of the country. 
 
http://www.slovnik.cz/  
An electronic dictionary.  
 
http://translate.google.com/# 
Translate text, web pages and documents.  
 
http://www.mvcr.cz/clanek/informacni-publikace-pro-zadatele-o-mezinarodni-ochranu.aspx 
General information brochure issued by the Ministry of Interior 
 

Government 
 

http://www.mzv.cz/washington/index.html 
Czech Embassy in Washington, DC: Czech presence in the U.S., Czech Republic Info, "Czech the 
News" embassy newsletter, consular and visa advisory, events at the Embassy, Czech-related 
events in the U.S., as well as a number of other useful links. 
 
https://www.hrad.cz/en 
Prague castle with the following sub-headings: President, Office of the President, Prague Castle 
Administration, Information about the Castle. 
 
https://www.vlada.cz/en/ 
Government of the Czech Republic: Office of the Government, Government councils, 
committees, commissions. 
 
http://www.mzv.cz/ 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic 
 

http://www.psp.cz 
Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Parliament: members, committees, parliamentary clubs, 
documents, office of the Parliament. 
 

http://www.senat.cz 
Senate of the Czech Parliament: senators, commissions, documents. 
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http://www.concourt.cz 
Constitutional Court of the Czech Republic. 
 

http://mesta.obce.cz 
Links to the web sites of many cities and regions in the Czech Republic. 
 
http://www.praha.eu 

Prague City Administration: maps of the City, City districts, news from the City Administration, 
City transportation hints. 
 
http://www.brno.cz 
Brno City info server: General information 
http://brnonow.com 
 
Some more web pages are in Czech but easy to follow with a dictionary: 
http://www.brnopolis.eu  
 
http://tourism.olomouc.eu/tourism/information-centre/ 
Olomouc City info server 
 

Higher education and research institutions 
 

http://www.cuni.cz/   Charles University, Prague 

http://www.muni.cz/   Masaryk University, Brno 

http://www.upol.cz/   Palacký University, Olomouc 

http://www.jcu.cz/   University of South Bohemia, České Budějovice 

http://www.zcu.cz/   University of West Bohemia, Plzeň 

http://www.ujep.cz/   University of J. E. Purkyně, Ústí n. Labem 

http://www.osu.cz/   Ostrava University, Ostrava 

http://www.slu.cz/   Silesian University, Opava 

http://www.vfu.cz/ University of Veterinary and Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
Brno 

http://www.vse.cz/   University of Economics, Prague 
http://www.uhk.cz/   University of Hradec Králové 

http://www.upce.cz/   University of Pardubice, Pardubice 

http://www.cvut.cz/   Czech Technical University, Prague 

http://www.vutbr.cz/   Technical University in Brno 

http://www.vscht.cz/   University of Chemical Technology, Prague 

http://www.vsb.cz/   Technical University of Ostrava 

http://www.vslib.cz/   Technical University, Liberec 

http://www.czu.cz/   Czech University of Life Sciences, Prague 

http://www.mendelu.cz  Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry, Brno 

http://www.amu.cz/     Academy of Performing Arts, Prague 

http://www.avu.cz/    Academy of Fine Arts, Prague 

http://www.vsup.cz/   Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design, Prague 

http://www.jamu.cz/   Janáček Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts, Brno 

http://www.utb.cz/   Tomáš Baťa University, Zlín 
http://www.vspj.cz/   College of Polytechnics in Jihlava 
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http://www.vstech.cz The Institute of Technology and Business, České 
Budějovice 

 

http://www.cas.cz/ Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic and   
links to its individual research institutes 

 

Economy and Investments 
 

http://www.czechinvest.cz 
CzechInvest, an agency of the Czech Ministry of Industry and Trade: investment opportunities in 
the Czech Republic, investment background information, data on Czech economy. 
 

http://www.hkcr.cz 
Economic Chamber of the Czech Republic: Chamber services including international links. 
 

http://www.pse.cz  
Prague Stock Exchange. 
 

http://www.cnb.cz 
Czech National Bank: daily exchange rates of the Czech crown. 
 

Media and news 
 

http://www.praguepost.com/ 
Prague Post, English-language weekly: relocation information, tourist information, local and 
regional news, cultural events, etc. 
 
http://praguemonitor.com/ 
Daily collection of links to news and features on Czech business, politics, and culture, delivered 
online or via email. 
 

http://www.radio.cz/en/    
Radio Prague Czech links (arts & humanities, business & investment, computing & internet, 
education, entertainment, general information, life & style, news & references, radio links, 
shopping, sports & recreation, travel) 
 

http://www.centraleurope.com 
Central European news, information, and links. 
 

Culture 
 

http://www.nm.cz 
National Museum of the Czech Republic: history of the museum, information on permanent and 
traveling exhibits, magazines and publications, concerts and lectures, links to other major 
Prague museums and historical sites. 
 

http://www.ngprague.cz 
National Gallery in Prague: museum's art collections, current and previous exhibitions. 
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http://www.nkp.cz 
National Library of the Czech Republic. 
 

http://www.cmvu.cz 
Czech Museum of Fine Arts in Prague: museum's art collections and exhibits. 
 
http://www.dox.cz/en/ 
Centre for Contemporary Art, Architecture and Design 
 

http://www.jewishmuseum.cz 
Jewish Museum in Prague: exhibitions, news, education and cultural center, visitor information. 
 

http://www.narodni-divadlo.cz 
National Theater in Prague: tickets, information and history of the Theater. 
 

http://www.festival.cz 
Prague Spring Music Festival: program and venues. 
 

http://www.ticketpro.cz 
Ticket sales and program of cultural events in the Czech Republic as well as useful links to tourist 
information services. 
 
http://web.ticketstream.cz/czts/site.frame.jsp?thread= 
Ticket sales and program of cultural events in the Czech Republic. 
 

Tourism; travel 
 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/dest/eur/cze.htm 
Guide to the Czech Republic published by Lonely Planet. 
 
http://www.csa.cz/ 
Czech Airlines: timetables, air tickets online. 
 
http://www.jizdnirady.cz 
Train and bus time tables. 
 
http://tourism.cz/mapa/mapa.phtml?id_objektu=113950 
Information for your trips to interesting places in the Czech Republic. 
 
http://www.praguewelcome.cz/ 
Prague Information Service: Tourist information, translation and interpretation services, tours 
and excursions, etc. 
 
http://brnonow.com/ 
City guide, events in Brno. 
 
http://www.brnensky.kraj.cz/encyklopedie/objekty1.phtml?id_nuts_2=&kraj=11&okres=&id_ob
ce=&id=48920&typ=182&lng=2  
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South Moravia region. 
 
http://www.moravskykras.ochranaprirody.cz/ 
Moravian Karst. 
 
http://www.kudyznudy.cz/ 
In Czech only, update review of various cultural events around the Czech Republic 
 
 

Real estate agencies 
 
http://www.professionals.cz/ 
 
http://www.homesweethome.cz/en/ 
 
http://www.happyhouserentals.com/en/ 
 
http://www.praguehome.com/home.php 
 
http://www.reality.cz/ 
 
http://www.livingstonereal.cz/ 
 
http://www.marys.cz/ 
 
https://www.flatio.com (Prague and Brno) 

 

Car rentals 
 
A-Rent car, spol. s r.o. 
http://www.arentcar.cz 

 
Hertz Rentex, spol. s r.o. 
https://www.hertz.cz/rentacar/reservation/ 
 
Czechocar CS, a.s. 
http://www.czechocar.cz 
 
Pelant Rent a Car 
http://www.pelant.cz/  
 

Miscellaneous 
 
http://www.seznam.cz 
Czech-language search engine. 
 
http://www.jobs.cz 
Job listing in the Czech Republic. 
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http://www.thelittlegym.eu/cz-en/praha/praha-kids-have-serious-fun 
Sport activities for children ages 4 months to 12 years 
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